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When Fields Are Green 
By Martha E. Baird 


ORD, when the fields once more lie 
green and fair, 
And flowers shed their sweetness on the 
air, 
Lest we forget our debt to Thee 
We look upon the cross of Calvary. 


The cattle on a thousand hills are Thine, 

Each sparrow’s fal! Thy watchful eye 
doth see; 

And we are Thine—at what a fearful 


cost, 
Bought by Thy blood, beloved, and kept 
by Thee. 


No rare and costly gift could worthy be; 
We can but bring to Thee what is Thine 


own, 
Our time and talents, our abiding love, 
And hearts swept free of idols for Thy 
throne. 
4 


When Controversy Stifles Comfort 


Contending for the faith can obscure 
the comfort of the faith. “Comfort” is 
a good old word, at the root of which 
are two Latin words: cum, “together,” 
plus fortis, “strong.” The noun means 
“a state of physical and mental ease 
and well-being, accompanied by quiet 
enjoyment; consolation; encouragement”; 
and the verb, “to console; cheer.” The 
world gives plenty of attention to the 
comfort of the body, continually making 
homes, offices, cars, trains, and planes 
more comfortable; but it gives too little 


attention to the comfort of the spirit, so 
needed in these days, and which only 
God can give. Enemies of the faith have 
made it necessary to contend for the 
faith; but sound doctrine and the full 
enjoyment of Bible truth are not op- 
posed to one another. One is the foun- 
dation of faith, the other the fruit. God 
wants our hearts to be at ease and at 
rest in Him. “For whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures’”—not “con- 
troversy over the Scriptures”—‘“might 
have hope” (Rom. 15:4). At the con- 
clusion of his great passage on the sec- 
ond coming of Christ, the Apostle Paul 
said, “Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words”’—not, “challenge one 
another,” or “test one another,” but “com- 
fort one another” (1 Thess, 4:18). What 
if there are differences of opinion among 
Fundamentalists on some of the details 
relating to the Second Advent? We can- 
not avoid these differences in this life, 
but they ought not to be a continual 
source of trouble and anxiety. We ought 


to rejoice more in the fact that Christ 
is coming back again, and to “love his 
appearing” (2 Tim, 4:8). Five times in 
two verses in the first chapter of 2 Corin- 
thians Paul uses some form of the word 
“comfort,” saying: “Blessed be God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort; who coémforteth us in all 
our tribulation, that we may be able 
to comfort them which are in any trou- 
ble, by the comfort wherewith, we our- 
selves are comforted of God.” God wants 
every child of His to enjoy His Word 
evety day, and to take from it comfort 
for the hour, even as he reads of what 
God has done in the past and will do in 
the future. Let us beware lest contro- _ 
versy sour the milk of humap kindness, 
and let us give a little more thought 
to comforting one another, and being 
kind where there is no hope of present 
reward, and pointing others to the God 
of all comfort. 

“Rejoice, my Christian brother, for the 

race is nearly run, 


And home is drawing nearer with each 
revolving sun.” 


The Davis Bible Dictionary Reprinted 


This editorial reviews a reprint of 
the Bible,” by John D. Davis. 


the old edition of “A Dictionary of 


(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 


Mich., $5.95.) 


cause to rejoice that the last sound 


Jp cause to rej Christians have 
edition of the Davis Bible Diction- 


; ary has been reprinted. No single work 


is of greater help to the Bible student 
than this indispensable volume. 

During the years, other Bible diction- 
aries have been published, but none so 
good as this one. Some have been filled 
with Modernistic unbelief; others have 
been tinged with it. Some have given 
great attention to speculative interpre- 
tations, going far beyond the statements 
of the Word. Davis stuck to the facts. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded” (Jas. 
4:8). 

















— 
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He avoided conjectures and theories, 
aiming simply to deal with what is plain 
in Scripture. 

The book is not a theological diction- 
ary. Questions of theology are largely 
left out of it. This was not its purpose. 
It deals mainly with questions about 
people, places, and events. All the pas- 
sages dealing with subjects of this type 
are brought together and compared. One 
studying almost any portion of the Bible 
needs this volume constantly at hand. 

Critical theories about the various 
books are briefly described and care- 
fully examined. The book is a veritable 
arsenal of ammunition against the de- 
structive theories of the Higher Criti- 
cism, 

The last edition prepared by Profes- 
sor Davis was issued in 1924, two years 
before his death. For many years this 
continued to be a standard work, widely 
used by Bible-believing Christians; but, 
as the years passed on, the book became 
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difficult to obtain, and the new discov- 
eries in the field of archaeology led 
some to think that a new edition was 
required. . 

In 1944 a new edition of the Davis 
Bible Dictionary was published. It was 
called “The Westminster Dictionary of 
the Bible,” and under the name of John 
D. Davis was placed that of Henry S. 
Gehman, who was Dr. Davis’s successor 
in the chair of Old Testament in Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary. The Chris- 
tian world looked for the issuance of 
this book with great hope and interest. 
The responsibility devolved upon THE 
Sunpay Scnoot Trmes of advising its 
friends as to whether the book was in- 
deed as dependable and helpful as the 
fourth edition of the dictionary had been. 
To its sorrow, THe SunpAY ScHooL TIMEs 
found it necessary to publish a leading 
editorial (Feb. 3, 1945) in which it gave 
a negative verdict regarding this book. 
Although the preface claimed that nearly 
every article had been revised and re- 
written and that many new sections had 
been added, an examination of almost 
any section of the book showed that the 
actual changes were extremely few in 
number. The greater part of Davis's 
material remained almost unaltered. 
However, at key points, scattered here 
and there throughout the book, wherever 
vital points of the Higher Criticism were 
concerned, statements and conclusions 
were so altered as to deny the conserva- 
tive view of the Scripture and mildly 
or strongly to maintain the unbelieving 
assertions of the destructive criticism. 
The book was no longer consistent or 
dependable. 

It was already fifteen years since the 
reorganization of Princeton Seminary, 
and it was widely known that Brunner- 
ian “Neo-Orthodoxy” and other forms 
of Liberalism had been given a large 
place in its classrooms. Under these 
circumstances it was not at all surpris- 
ing that a revision prepared by its Old 
Testament professor should be so differ- 
ent from the writings of such great, 
earlier Princetonians as Professors John 
D. Davis and Robert Dick Wilson. Yet, 
so great was the love for the Davis Bible 
Dictionary and the confidence that Chris- 
tians had come to place upon it, that 
the discovery of what had been done 
with it came as a great shock. 

It is, consequently, with much rejoic- 
ing that the Christian world can now be 
informed that the Baker Book House of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., has issued a photo- 
lithic reprint of the fourth edition of 
the Davis Bible Dictionary, reproducing 
unchanged the solid and dependable 
material which Davis prepared in 1924, 

Naturally some will ask, Is it not fool- 
ish to turn away from an up-to-date 
dictionary published just ten years ago, 
and in its stead to take an edition which 
is already thirty years old? Would it 
not be wiser to use something that can 
inform us about the results of archae- 
ology and the newer Biblical studies as 
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they were known ten years ago, instead 
of a book written thirty years ago? 

This question, which might under some 
circumstances be difficult, is in this case 
quite easy to answer. It should be noted 
that the Davis Dictionary never spe- 
cialized in the relation of modern dis- 
covery to the Bible. It dealt mainly 
with the actual contents of the Bible 
itself, showing the relation of its mate- 
rial statements to one another. This 
alone is a tremendous task, and the ex- 
cellent way in which Dr. Davis carried 
it out was a great contribution to Chris- 
tian literature. It is a task, however, the 
results of which do not easily grow old, 
but need to be changed only very seldom 
and to a very slight extent. 

In the second place, the archaeolog- 
ical evidence that has come to light since 
the issuance of the Davis Bible Diction- 
ary in 1924, despite sweeping claims in 
the preface of the Westminster Diction- 
ary of the Bible, has actually not been 
incorporated in the latter to any great 
extent. Most of its changes consist in 
the introduction of higher critical ideas 
which were well known to destructive 
critics by 1900 or earlier. There is actu- 
ally little in the Westminster Dictionary 
of the Bible which was not well known 
fifty years ago. It contains a few new 
articles giving useful material on the 
archaeology of ancient Egypt and Meso- 
potamia. Much of this material was 
already well known in the time of Dr. 
Davis, and was evidently not included 
simply because he felt that it lay out- 
side the function of the dictionary as he 
envisioned it. Dr. Davis included a cer- 
tain amount of material on Palestinian 
archaeology, a field which has seen tre- 
mendous advances since 1924. It is safe 
to say that our knowledge of Palestinian 
archaeology has at least quadrupled 
since 1924. The striking discoveries and 
great excavations in Palestine between 
1920 and 1939 are tremendously impor- 
tant. Yet one searches the Westminster 
Dictionary of the Bible in vain for any 
trace of most of these excavations. 
Davis, in his article on Jerusalem, .car- 
ried the history of archaeology and ex- 
cavation in the Jerusalem area as far 
as 1915. The Westminster Dictionary of 
the Bible, instead of carrying it further, 
simply omitted what Davis already had. 
Neither in the 1924 edition, which is now 
reprinted, nor in the Gehman edition of 
the Bible Dictionary, is much archaeol- 
ogy of Palestine to be found. On this 
point the two books stand on a par. 

Thus the fourth edition of the Davis 
Bible Dictionary is practically as good 
as the Westminster Dictianary of the 
Bible, as far as archaeology is concerned, 
and in other respects it is immensely 
superior to it. 

The 1924 edition of the Davis Bible 
Dictionary is practically as good today, 
for the purpose for which Dr. Davis in- 
tended it, as it was when first written. 
If, in addition to possessing this book, 
one secures a copy of such a book as 
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“Archaeology and Bible History,”1 by 
Prof. Joseph P. Free, the Archaeological 
Editor of THe Sunpay ScnHoo. Times, he 
is far better equipped than he would 
be with the new Westminster Dictionary 
of the Bible, or with any other volume 
which is at present available. Every 
Bible believer owes a debt of gratitude 
to the Baker Book House for making 
this excellent dictionary again available 
to the Christian world. 





2Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill, $5. 
we 


Notes on Open Letters 


Two Corrections: 
“An American Translation” 


In Dr. Oswald T. Allis’s article, “The 
Personal Equation in Bible Translating” 
(April 3), through a mistake made in the 
Trm_es Office, the title “the American 
Standard Version” was erroneously used 
twice. Dr. Allis mentioned “a rendering 
that closely resembles that of the Moffatt 
Translation and the American Version,” 
referring to what is called “An Ameri- 
can Translation,” a liberal version in 
which the Old Testament was done by 
J. M. Powis Smith and the New Testa- 
ment by E. J. Goodspeed, and which was 
published by the University of Chicago 
Press. In each case the phrase should 
have been “the American Translation” 
instead of “the American Standard Ver- 
sion.” 


“The Protestant Underworld” 


In Mr. Ernest Gordon’s two recent 
editorials, “Boring From Within” (March 
13 and 20), he erroneously stated that 
the Christian Century had applied to 
Fundamentalists the term “The Protes- 
tant Underworld.” In addition, an im- 
portant line in Mr. Gordon’s copy was 
inadvertently left out when his editorial 
was published in the Times. Directly 
following the phrase, “The Unitarian 
Beacon Press in Boston,” these sentences 
should have been inserted: “This is sig- 
nificant. Modernism is really that old 
thing Unitarianism.” 

Mr. Gordon now writes, further: 

I was apparently in error in attribut- 
ing the epithet “the Protestant Under- 
world” to the Christian Centtry. Its 
origin seems to have been in a South- 
west Review article published simul- 
taneously with the book, “Apostles of 
Discord,” and of like spirit and prov- 
enance. This publication is taken apart 
by Professor Beaty in a privately pub- 
lished paper entitled “How to Capture 
a University.” It is not a pleasant 
story. 

But if the Christian Century did not 
think up this name for those whom it 
attacked, it had other ones. Its book 
reviewer, Dr. W. E. Garrison, in his 
review of “Apostles of Discord” de- 
scribed us as “nuisance groups, fanati- 
cal fringes, juntas of hatred, sowers of 


(Continued on page 342) 








i. 


> o 


i. oe ae oe oe oe ee. ae ee. 


a a ee ae 


~_See mm @ tt ot 3 be bet oe CU et hUlCOUe 








Lesson for May 2 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








BAYLOR UNIVERSITY LIGRARY 


VI. The Messages to Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamos 


And serious warnings for present-day churches 





E MUST never forget that, after 
V V we have studied the seven 
churches in the standing they 
had before God as they then existed, 
there is another view which is given 
for our understanding and profit. For 
the present we leave the actual churches 
and now begin to examine them as rep- 
resentative churches. The study begins 
to be striking as we view them as con- 
ditions of Christendom since the day of 
Pentecost until our Lord appears again; 
each several church represents the de- 
velopment of some failure ‘and sin. 
These developments will increase till 
the scarlet woman fills the prophetic 
scene and later is destroyed by the ten 
kings. In these seven representative 
churches the true Church lives and 
moves and ‘has its being. If we do not 
keep this clear in our minds, then dif- 
ficulties insurmountable will cross our 
path. : 
Let us repeat again that, when w 
study the seven churches of Asia as rep- 
resentative churches, they picture Chris- 
tendom from the Day of Pentecost till 
our Lord comes, and in these churches 
exists the true Church which is His 
Body. A little Bible geography will help 
us here. A glance at the map will re- 
veal that the seven churches form an 
almost complete circle. Actually these 
churches existed when John was pris- 
oner in the Isle of Patmos. There were 
many churches scattered around the parts 
where the Word had been preached, but 
only these were chosen because, no 
doubt, of the peculiar conditions exist- 
ing in them. These peculiar conditions 
exactly portrayed the sad and lament- 
able conditions into which professing 
Christianity would finally emerge. Pro- 
phetically they give us a bird’s-eye view 
of what was to happen to the professing 
Church from its first days of love and 
power to the end of this dispensation, 
when the sad Laodicean state would at 
last be reached. 


A Challenge for Today 


These messages should be prayerfully 
studied by every church member to see 
if they are guilty of the sins that are 
mentioned. If the people of God would 
take to heart, in soul exercise, these 
burning messages today, we might wit- 
ness God’s hand moving again among 
Hig people and saving multitudes of dy- 
ing men who are slipping into hell-fire. 
They bring to us a challenge that must 
be met, and in them lies the secret of 
why the Church is so ¢mpotent when 
at our disposal we have all the resources 
of Heaven itself. Why is the Church so 
powerless today? Here is our answer. 


These messages were all to be written, 


The first seventeen verses of the 
second chapter of Revelation are the 
background of this article. It is the 
sixth in the series by Mr. Ainslie, 
which will continue in the Times 
for several months. As many readers 
have doubtless already discovered, 
this is not only a study in prophecy, 
for the author continually brings out 
vital truths that are needed by indi- 
vidual churches and all believers in 
these days when many have fallen 
away from “the faith once delivered 
unto the saints.” The studies are for 
the heart as much as the head. 








and when God writes He has the thought 
of permanence. They were not written 
only to these existing churches; ,God 
intended that His people down the ages 
should read them, be warned by them, 
and thus led into a closer and more in- 
timate walk and fellowship with the 
Priest of the Patmos Isle, whose wistful 
heart yearns ‘for our love and affection 
at the present time as He did toward 
His Church at Ephesus, 

These seven messages all contain the 
word “saith,” showing that they were 
not only written '!messages, but first they 
fell from the burning lips of the holder 
of the seven stars. This reveals the 
urgency of their import, the timeliness 
of what burdened the heart of our Lord 
and what He felt was so urgently 
needed. 

The Church at Ephesus reveals the vir- 
gin state of His Church. How rich in 
good works it was, how great in its 
knowledge of the highest truths; so full 
of loyalty that it could not stand any 
misrepresentation of false apostles; how 
remarkable was its marvelous patience 
and all it had borne for His name’s sake, 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 

\ Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 














By EDGAR AINSLIE 


staggering, but not fainting under the 
burdens of untiring labors for Him! Yet 
in those piercing eyes of the Son of God 
there was a look of sadness as He re- 
proved them for losing that which was 
dearest to His heart—their first love. - 

How mean our hearts are to deny Him 
the love we owe to the One who gave 
Himself for us! May memory aided by 
the Spirit of God help us here; and, as 
our souls muse upon the sufferings of 
His dying love, let us repent and save 
ourselves from the sad experience of 
this early church at Ephesus. This star 
of the first century of the Christian 
Church, with its waning, borrowed light, 
was shown how to restore its lost power 
and prevent its removal from the ex- 
alted place in the golden lampstands. 
But she failed to repent and respond 
to the loving call, and her lampstand 
was removed; she shines no more in this 
dark world of sin, her days of testimony 
and light-bearing have passed away. May 
you and I heed the voice of the Priest 
of the Patmos Isle and, by repentance 
and a renewal of our first love, continue 
shining brightly for our Lord Jesus till 
traveling days are done, 


The Suffering Church 


The Church of Smyrna would repre- 
sent the days that followed Ephesus, 
from A.D. 100 to 311, or from the death 
of John to the reign of the Roman Em- 
peror Constantine. Smyrna suggests the 
fragrance of the myrrh as it was crushed, 
as were the members“ of this early 
Church by cruel.martyrdom. This was 
the suffering Church, the Church which 
typified the people of God who bore the 
brunt of the Satanic hate of its perse- 
cutors. Smyrna means myrrh, and just 
as myrrh gives out its greatest fragrance 
when it is bruised, so these sufferings 
brought out the sweet and lovely fra- 
grance as those lives were crushed by 
the ruthless hand of their persecutors. 
The power behind these terrible out- 
bursts of relentless persecution was the 
Devil; his plan was the utter extermina- 
tion of God’s people. The ten Roman 
emperors were only his agents. It was 
through their fiendish atrocities that 
Satan was able to give vent to his hate- 
ful malignity against these thousands of 
helpless but bold men and women, these 
souls who constituted the noble army of 
martyrs. These objects of the Devil’s 
hate, of whom the world was not worthy, 
went into the presence of their Lord 
by means of crucifixion, the stake, and 
other forms of torture too terrible to 
describe. They sleep in their resting 
places unknown to man, awaiting the 
sounding of the last trump, for the trum- 
pet shall sound and they will answer 
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in resurrection glory. These noble 
armies of martyrs will be seen marching 
down the fields of glory to enter into 
the joy of their Lord, by whom they 
overcame; and now as overcomers they 
shall not be hurt by the second death. 

This church is an inspiring example, 
and it gives to those who may be called 
upon to follow in their train the com- 
fort and assurance of knowing that God 
gives dying grace for dying hours, In 
these difficult days, when in many lands 
the people of God still pass through suf- 
fering for righteousness’ sake and even 
martyrdom, let them remember Smyrna 
and take courage. Our faithfulness is 
not forgotten by our Lord; if we suffer 
with Him we shall also reign with Him. 
Our works and our patience are not to 
be unnoticed; we shall still hear His 
voice, “Fear not.” He foresees the trag- 
edy long before our eyes can detect its 
coming; just as He foreknew the future 
sufferings and sorrows of His early 
church, so He foreknows our future lot. 

As many of our brethren in lands such 
as Russia, Spain, Germany, and many 
other parts of the world, where the fires 
of persecution still burn so brightly, suf- 
fer as martyrs for Christ, may we in 
free America not be found wanting, if 
our liberties go with the winds some day 
and we are called to seal our testimony 
with our blood. He will be with us. He 
will never leave us nor forsake us. In 
the fire, like those of Daniel’s day, we 
shall feel His nearness; in the waters— 
He hath promised that they shall not 
overflow, but they shall bear us on their 
bosom into the glory of His presence. 
Let us be true to death for Him, 

The Church at Pergamos represents 
the professing. church about the years 
A.D. 311 to 590, or from the Emperor 
Constantine to Pope Gregory the First. 
It gives us the marriage of the Church 
with the world. Satan, when he failed 
to exterminate by martyrdom the people 
of God, now changed his tactics. Now, 
instead of his ugly frown, he gave his 
smile of favor and prosperity to these 
dear saints who because of bitter per- 
secution had suffered the loss of all 
things. As of old, what Moab could not 
do by cursing and open hostility, Balak 
succeeded in doing by instigating the 
marriage of the charming daughters of 
Moab to Israel’s sons. What the Devil 
could not do by the bloodthirsty Neros 
of pagan Rome, he now succeeds in doing 
through the generosity of Constantine 
the Great. So the wily serpent soon 
caught the unsuspecting Church as he 
caught Eve unawares, and her arm lost 
its hold of her Beloved and soon linked 
arms with her greatest foe. Instead of 
abiding in the shadow of her refuge— 
God’s Throne, the Church was now 
found under the shadow of Satan’s 
throne, sharing its protection from the 
persecutor’s wrath and enjoying the 
blessings of its false magnanimity. 

Here begins the sad decline of that 
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institution which God ordained should 
walk alone with Him. The wanton har- 
lot, described in Proverbs 7, had caught 
its unwary victim while the God-Man 
was absent from the scene. History is 
full of the centuries of sin and loss of 
testimony which can be laid at the door 
of the Church. Stripped of its mighty 
power, it has never recovered from its 
dreadful fall; and as the sad eyes of 
the holder of the sharp sword behold 
His people tangled in the web of this 
unholy alliance, He can only command 
repentance (Rev. 2:16). 

When shall we as the people of God 
learn the ways of God in separation so 
clearly taught in His .precious Word? 
How can we fellowship with that which 
the Lord hates? There is always bless- 
ing in the path of obedience. Shall we 
not renew our loyalty to our adorable 
Lord and lover of our souls by a closer 
walk in fellowship with Him, thus es- 
caping’ the fowler’s snare? As this age 
draws nearer to its fateful close, and the 
foul waters of the incoming tide of 
iniquity creep higher and higher, the 
Church of God will find her safe retreat 
in separation from this godless age and 
in nestling closer on the bosom of our 
Redeemer and Friend, walking as Enoch 
walked, habitually each day with God 
till, like Enoch, we pass from earth to 
Heaven, not through the terrors of death 
but through the glorious rapture of His 
coming. The star of Pergamos, the lamp- 
stand, has fallen and; gone; no longer 
does her light shine in: the dark world’s 
night, the light of this church which 
shone so brightly for her God in the 
royal city of Pergamos, this city so re- 
nowned for its learning, science, and 
medicine, its great libraries, and great 
products. In this center of heathen ser- 
pent worship, all is left in its pagan 
darkness. The divinely appointed star 
and lampstand, through sin and a false 
toleration of the world, must be re- 
moved; it must be cut down in judg- 
ment by Him who holds the sword. 
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Let -God’s people heed this solemn 
warning. These are days when we hear 
on every hand pleas for toleration and 
union. Yes, toleration is good if it be 
where Scripture enjoins it to be. But 
of a world at enmity with God, and 
which murdered the Son of God, there 
can be no toleration. We must learn to 
love the things that God loves and to 
hate the things that God hates, no mat- 
ter what it may cost us; lest like Per- 
gamos we form a union with the enemies 
of our God and His Christ, our testimony 
fail, our light be quenched, and we be 
sold out to the Devil. 

The greatest rebuke and cure for Mod- 
ernism today is not in linking ourselves 
with it, but in separating from it and 
practicing the truths that we stand for. 
Many men who stand high in the esti- 
mation of Fundamentalists would have 
far greater power for God today if they 
practiced the truth lost by Pergamos: to 
compromise truth is to embrace false- 
hood. Doctrine is despised today, and, 
sad to say, very few have any appetite 
for it; it upsets the Devil’s program and 
puts a bad taste in the mouth of the 
carnal Christian; but it was doctrine 
that gave the acid test to Pergamos. God 
needs men today with moral fiber, who 
not only know doctrine but practice it. 
Churches today are after the prestige 
of the world and are willing to sacri- 
fice the fellowship of a rejected Lord 
for the fellowship of the wanton bride 
of Satan who will come to full blossom 
after the Rapture (Rev. 17). 

Our Lord in His wisdom commends 
the good; then with His sharp sword 
He cuts deeply into the heart of this 
guilty church that repentance might be 
the fruit. Then in wonderful patience 
He offers the wealth of His rewards to 
win back her heart, to loosen the cords 
that bind her to an ensnaring world, and 
to focus her gaze on the brow which 
this same world could wreathe with a 
crown of thorns. 

(To be continued) 


Coming to Christ in Spite of Persecution 


When a humble, barefooted, farm boy stopped to listen to a Gospel 
song at a house meeting conducted by the Central American Mission 


¢ HAT shall I do? Where shall 

I go?” And fourteen-year-old 
Macario flung himself under the coffee 
trees, crying aloud. The blood streamed 
from his wounded foot, 

“She tried to kill me, my own mother 
tried to kill her little boy! If the machete 
had hit my head instead of my foot, I’d 
lie dead. She’d be glad—glad she killed 
her only son!” 

The hours slipped by as Macario sob- 
bed on. What had he done to deserve 
such treatment? Should he do the one 
thing that would pacify her? Should 
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he please her by giving it all up—this 
wonderful new religion? Or should he 
hack himself with a knife and lie down 
on the railroad track for the train to 
end his unhappy existence? 

The tropical sun dropped toward the 
horizon as Macario made his great de- 
cision. He could not turn back now. 
Even if everyone on earth forsook him, 
he had a mighty Friend in Jesus, and 
he would follow that Friend. 

A few months before, Macario had 
trudged barefooted along the dusty, 
country road one Sunday, with his bas- 
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ket of produce to, sell in the nearest 
market town. With the money he must 
return home with cheese, meat, salt, and 
sugar. No ice cream cones as a reward! 
Not even a word of praise! 

Macario’s life was one round of work 
on the farm, relieved only by these 
weekly trips to market. Sometimes 
there was a fair in town, and he would 
stand in fascination before the merry- 
go-round, which he would not dare to 
ride. How he longed to possess one of 
the gay balloons! But his watchful 
mother would know if he spent a penny 
for his own pleasure. 

“For how mutch did you sell the corn?” 
she would ask. “Couldn’t you have got- 
ten more for it?” It was a sorry day for 
him if he forgot the amounts he had 
charged or paid. And his accounts had 
to tally with her knowledge of current 
prices. 

On this particular Sunday there was 
no fair, with its stalls of colored cakes 
and candies. Instead of marimba music, 
he heard singing at the open door of a 
house. Guarding his basket well, he 
stopped to listen. A little group inside, 
seated on benches, were singing: 


Let a little sunshine in, 

Let a little sunshine in, 
Clear the darkened windows 
Open wide the door. 

Let a little sunshine in. 


The singing was in Spanish, the lan- 
guage of Nicaragua, where Macario lived, 
He did enjoy that song! The darkened 
windows of his mind @leared up a little 
as he listened for the first time to a 
message about a loving God, who had 
sent His Son to die for sinners. His 
only knowledge of God had been gained 
in the noisy fiestas dedicated to the won- 
der-working image known as “El Senor 
de la Trinidad.” 

All the way home Macario puzzled 
over those people who sang so happily 
about sunshine, and who seemed to know 
God. They must be Protestants, and 
he had heard that they were bad people 
who worshiped a goat. He hadn’t seen 
any goat, and those folks did not look 
evil. He must hear more about that re- 
ligion. 

Every Sunday after that would find 
the boy listening eagerly to words that 
were like cool water to his thirsty soul. 
But someone, they say, is always taking 
the joy out of life, and that someone 
told his mother that Macario was lis- 
tening to the Protestant devils, and that 
she’d better stop it before they got their 
claws on him. 

Now this mother had her own religion 
to which she was very loyal, her table 
of images of the saints and holy pic- 
tures. She burned candles before them 
and kept fresh flowers on the table. 
If her son were to be deceived by the 
Protestants he would no longer kneel 
before her images and recite his prayers, 
She would rather see him a drunken 
sot, or even dead, than have him change 
his religion: 
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One Sunday when he returned from 
his trip to town, she met him at the 
door with a fourfold whip of cords. Tear- 
ing off his outer clothing, and throwing 
him on a ‘cot, she beat him unmercifully. 

“Now,” she thought, “he will not dare 
listen again to those devils.” But Ma- 
cario had heard of a Saviour who was 
beaten for the sins of the whole world, 
and was crucified for those sins. Yes, 
He had borné Macario’s sins. Could he 
not suffer for such a Saviour? So he 
went right on. attending the meetings, 
and enduring the beatings. 

One day the mother’s fury took on 
fearful proportions. While Macario’s 
back was turned she struck him two 
powerful blows with a club used for 
flailing grain. Then, as she reached for 
a machete, she shouted her intention of 
ending the trouble by killing him. She 
threw the long knife, but it missed its 
goal and struck him on the foot, 

That was the indignity that had sent 
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Macario to the coffee grove, where he 
made his life’s decision. As the shadows 
lengthened, he arose from his knees and 
made his way to an uncle’s house, where 
he was kindly received. As the uncle 
heard the story, he offered to take the 
boy home and talk to the angry mother. 
Perhaps her wrath would have subsided. 

Meanwhile back in his home the 
grandfather, who loved Macario, had 
taken his part. He had scolded the 
mother indignantly, and had said, “If the 
boy doesn’t come home this evening, you 
cah leave my house.” So when the uncle 
brought Macario home, the mother re- 
ceived him kindly and set supper before 
him. 

Were his sufferings over then? Not so! 
The beatings continued, and life was no 
easier. One night, returning from a 
service after all were in bed, he knelt 
in the roomy roots of a tree and prayed 
for deliverance. In stealthy silence he 


found the string of the door latch and 
was able to enter and lie down unmo- 
lested. In the morning, the mother, who 
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had believed he spent the night outside, 
was sure he was a witch with power 
to get through a door without opening 
it. Another beating was his portion. 

Four years passed, during which Ma- 
cario went out with the evangelistic 
bands, speaking boldly for his Saviour, 
and winning the esteem of pastors and 
missionaries. At the age of eighteen, 
he was baptized; but this event had to 
be carefully kept from the mother. How 
could he get a new outfit for the occa- 
sion? He had no resources of his own, 
but he somehow got a new shirt from 
his mother. 

Macario’s spiritual leaders felt he 
should develop his gifts with three years 
of study at the Central American Bible 
Institute in Guatemala City. About that 
time, his grandfather died, leaving him, 
now twenty-three years of age, as ad- 
ministrator of the family possessions and 
head of the household. 

Not even this responsibility deterred 
Macario, however, from accepting a 
scholarship in the Institute, and setting 
out to study in a foreign land. It took 
faith and courage to launch out against 
his mother’s ever-ready objections. Be- 
sides, he had never been put in school, 
and his knowledge, gained with private 
teachers or in night classes, was defi- 
cient. Nevertheless, the same valor that 
marked his youthful testimony did not 
fail him at the Institute, where he grad- 
uated in the usual three years. During 
his student days he remained in Guate- 
mala, using his vacations in evangelistic 
work. 

Meanwhile his mother, convicted by 
the consistent life of her son, yielded to 
the claims of his Saviour and was con- 
verted. Now she was eager to receive 
him home with open arms. She fattened 
a pig for the great day, but her courage 
nearly failed her as she remembered 
her past cruelty. Like Saul of Tarsus, 
she had thought she was serving God. 
At sight of her son she fainted‘ dead 
away and was revived with some diffi- 
culty. bs 

Macario at once began active work as 
a pastor, and he is now the beloved 
under-shepherd of a successful church in 
Managua, the capital of Nicaragua, Many 
of his relatives have been saved through 
his testimony, and belong to an outside 
congregation, which he visits as one of 
his circuit. Guided by prayer and spir- 
itual discernment, he married a Christian 
girl, who has been a helpmeet in the 
truest sense and the mother of his five 
children. His mother lives in his home, 
where happy relations exist between 
mother-in-law and daughter-in-law. One 
rule of the household is that disagreeable 
matters must not be discussed before or 
during meals. Macario attributes the 
good health of his family to this simple 
rule. 

Schooled in suffering, he knows how 
to sympathize with the downtrodden and 
the helpless, and his people love him 
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with unusual devotion.- After an ab- 
sence of two weeks, they held a special 
service to welcome him back. “If I had 
gone to China and come back they 
couldn’t have done more to celebrate!” 
he laughingly exclaimed. Such a happy 
gathering! Such embraces! Father, big 
brother, son—those were his relations 
to his devoted flock. 

Out under the tamarind tree in his 
patio, refreshments were served to all 
the guests, among whom Macario moved 
in happy fellowship. His mother’s smil- 
ing face was proof of the miracle 
wrought in her heart by the Holy Spirit. 
It was a blessed day for her and for 
many others when the barefooted, hum- 
ble, farm boy stood to listen to the song, 
“Let a little sunshine in,” and when he 
opened his heart to the sunshine of God’s 
love. ; , 
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Visiting National Parks 
En Route to Alaska 


NCLUDED in the Christian Fellowship 

land-and-sea tour this coming July 
will be the national parks located in 
Utah. Here the Union Pacific Railroad 
has built attractive, luxurious lodges 
of distinctive Western character: Zion 
Lodge, Grand Canyon Lodge, Bryce Can- 
yon Lodge, and Cedar Breaks Lodge. 
Their architecture blends with the park 
landscapes and their accommodations 
are of the best. 

Travelers in the Christian Fellowship 
Tour will visit these fine lodges July 4, 
5, and 6, touring between them in sight- 
seeing cars to see the wonders of nature, 
There are beautiful and grotesque for- 
mations in vivid colors in the Utah parks, 
at elevations up to 10,400 feet. Zion Can- 
yon, fourteen miles in length, has been 
cut through red and white sandstone to 
a depth of half a mile, and from a mile 
wide at the canyon entrance to a mere 
thirty feet in the upper Narrows. Zion 
Lodge is 4,276 feet above sea level. There 
is a new, open-air swimming pool oppo- 
site the lodge. THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIrMEs will arrange for the church service 
in Zion Lodge on Sunday, July 4. 

The Grand Canyon of the Colorado 
River is more than a mile deep, and it 
is an awe-inspiring experience to look 
into its depths from the area of the 
Grand Canyon Lodge. North Rim eleva- 
tions from 7,000 to 9,000 feet permit 
views which astonish and thrill all visi- 
tors. Christian Fellowship tourists will 
have de-luxe accommodations at the 
Grand. Canyon Lodge, with opportunities 
to see the glorious scenes from choice 
vantage points above the Canyon. 

Included in the Tour will be the Mt. 
Carmel Highway, cut through a mile- 
long tunnel, which has six apertures at 
intervals for sight-seeing from these 
unique observation points. 

Bryce Canyon is a horseshoe-shaped 
amphitheater, sculptured by erosion on 
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a high plateau east of Cedar City. Near 
its rim stands Bryce Canyon Lodge, 
where cottages with bath have been 
reserved for the party. Here thé trav- 
elers will see fantastic formations at 
levels up to 8,000 feet. 

Another lodge visited during the Utah 
portion of the 1954 Christian Fellowship 
Tour will be Cedar Breaks Lodge. It 
has a wild and lofty beauty, with semi- 
circular chasms and rocky pinnacles. 
Luxurious accommodations will be pro- 
vided for the travelers, and yet they 
will be able to photograph wild deer 
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or wilderness scenes just a few steps 
from their cabins. 

Christian Fellowship parties, in their 
sixteenth year of operation, always 
travel in comfort and have careful ad- 
vance arrangements made for all stop- 
overs. The Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times, Philip E. Howard, Jr., and Mrs, 
Howard will accompany the party in 
July. An illustrated folder describing 
the Tour may be obtained free upon re- 
quest addressed to the Editor, The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 North 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


Notes on Matthew's Gospel \ 


Matthew 24:16.—Let them which be in 
Judea flee into the mountains. Both 
Eusebius and Ephanius tell us that our 
Lord, in predicting the siege of Jeru- 
salem, definitely appointed Pella as the 
place of refuge to which they should 
retire in the mountains. The way for 
this retirement was providentially made 
by the movement of the Roman forces. 
Cestus was on the very point of taking 
Jerusalem, and had, indeed, secured the 
outer area when, “without any reason 
in the world,” as Josephus wrote, he 
withdrew to Gibeah. The mutually 
hostile Jewish parties joined together in 
pursuit. From Sunday till Tuesday 
there was bitter fighting in the area be- 
tween Gibeah and Beth-Horon. 

In the city itself, however, was calm, 
all the forces of Jewish fanaticism be- 
ing engaged in fighting at the front. At 
this time, so Josephus tells us, “many 
of the most ancient Jews left the city.” 
The way to Pella by Bethany and Jericho 
to beyond the Jordan was open. Be- 
tween Sunday morning and Tuesday 
night, when the Jewish soldiery would 
begin to reappear in the city, was three 
full days. It would be recalled at the 
Sunday morning church gatherings, how 
the Lord had told them to flee when they 
saw Jerusalem compassed about with 
armies. Here was their opportunity. It 
was now or never! And flee they did. 
They had one more day at least than 
Christ took to cover the same ground 
when on His way to raise Lazarus. 

So were they delivered from the fol- 
lowing two-year siege, and thereby un- 
questionably from death. And so was 
Christ’s prophecy fulfilled to the letter. 
For Eusebius says the Christians “moved 
in virtue of a divine admonition.” 

Matthew 26:7—A woman having an 
alabaster box, and Matthew 26:14.— 
Judas Iscariot, 


Life Death 


(Matt, 26:6-13) (Matt. 26:14, 15 and 
Matt. 27:3-10) 

The perfume, a/| The betrayal for 

tribute to His living | thirty pieces “of sil- 

body and to his dead| ver. The silver ac- 

body. The Gospel cursed. The price of 

of His risen body | blood invested in a 


By ERNEST GORDON 


preached in all the/{field of death for 

world. Her Seenteed eantes of aliens to 

rial to Him becom- | the commonwealth of 

ing a memorial to| Israel. Falling down 

her for all time. | there in this field of 
spiritual outcastes, he 
burst asunder and 
his bowels gushed 
out. Aceldama, a 
field of blood. This 
scandal known in all 
Jerusalem; Mary's 
beautiful deed in all 
| the world. 


An angelic inci- A demonic fate. 


dent. 

There seem to have been two land 
purchases, one by the chief priests and 
one by Judas. ‘That by Judas was ap- 
parently some time before that by the 
priests, for there would hardly have been 
time, after the betrayal, to make the 
purchase. The priests purchased a field, 
agros (Matt. 27:7); Judas, a farm or an 
estate, choroin (Acts 1:18). The reward, 
or wages, of iniquity, with which he paid 
for it, were his pickings from the bag 
and not the priests’ payment to him. 


Matthew 26:27.—Drink ye all of it. 
Bengel’s comment: “He says not, ‘Eat 
ye all.’ but when all have eaten he says, 
‘Drink ye all.’ It is imposed on all. The 
blood is shed for the remission of sins 
and all have sinned and come short. The 
Mosaic formula quoted in Hebrews 9:20 
is, ‘This is the blood of the testament 
which God hath enjoined unto you.’” 

“Foreseeing Scripture” foresaw the 
ecclesiastical perversion which would 
deprive Christians of the cup. 

“This is my body” was an allusion to 
the formula of the Jews in the Passover, 
when asked by their children, “What is 
it?” The reply was, “This is the body 
of the Lamb which our fathers ate in 
Egypt.” 


Matthew 26:37.—And began to be sor- 
rowful and very heavy. The verb 
ademoneo, here translated “very heavy,” 
means “to be distressed as with a feeling 
of homesickness” (Thayer-Grim), “as 
not at home” (German, unheimisch, un- 
heimlich). So, in Philippians 2:26, 
Epaphroditus “longed after you all, and 
was full of heaviness [ademonon].” He 
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was “not with his people,” and suffered 
because of their anxieties. Our Lord 
was among heartless strangers away 
from His Father’s house and the fellow- 
ship in light. The realization of this 
evidently came upon Him powerfully in 

Gethsemane. 

Matthew 26:53.—And he shall presently 
give me more than twelve legions of 
angels, That is to take the place of the 
twelve recreant disciples, 

Matthew 26:67.—They did spit in his 
face. “To the Jew first,” was the order 
of reconciliation according to Paul in 
Romans 2:9, 10. It was the order of the 
rejection earlier. 

The Jew first, “They did spit in his 
face, and buffeted him” (Matt. 26:67). 

Then the Gentile, “They spit upon him, 
and took the reed, and smote him” (Matt. 
27:30). 

The Jewish priests, “What is that to 
us? See thou to that” (Matt. 27:4). 

Gentile Pilate, washing his hands be- 
fore the multitude, “I am innocent of 
the blood” (Matt. 27:24). 

Before the Jews, “But Jesus held his 
peace” (Matt. 26:63). 

Before Pilate, “And he answered him 
to never a word” (Matt. 27:14). 

Matthew 26:73.—Thy speech bewrayeth 
thee. The Galileans pronounced the 
Aramaic “sh” as “th.” It is suggested 
that Peter may have said “ith” for “ish,” 
“I know not the man,” “Man, I am not.” 

Matthew 27:19.—His wife sent unto 
him, saying, Have thou nothing to do 
with that just man. This was Procula, 
wife of Pilate, and it should be noticed 
that nowhere in Scripture is a woman 
mentioned as hostile to Christ. This in- 
cident might rather have been looked 
for in Luke’s Gospel, for it is Luke who 
ever speaks favorably of the Gentile 
and the woman—and Procula was both. 

Matthew 28.—The_ resurrection of 
Christ was authenticated in many ways. 
He appeared in many places—at the 
sepulcher, in the upper room, on the 
road to Emmaus, in Galilee, on the lake 

shore of Tiberias. 

He appeared to many persons—the 
women,. the disciples, the men on the 
road, the multitude in Galilee. 

His resurrection was proved by the 
sense of sight, of hearing, of touch, and, 
in a way, of taste, for Christ ate before 
the disciples, 

Matthew 28:17.—All the Gospels record 
a note of unbelief at their close. It was 
before the Spirit had come into the 
church, 

Matthew 28:17.—“But some doubted.” 

Mark 16:11, 13—‘And they ... be- 
lieved not ... neither believed they 
them, 

Luke 24:25—“O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe.” 

John 20:25, 27—‘“I will not believe 
... be not faithless, but believing.” 
Matthew 28:16-20.—The Mountain of 
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the Great Commission is apparently the 
Mountain of the Sermon. It is the 
Mountain in both cases, not a moun- 
tain, but the well-remembered Moun- 
tain. So the Mountain on which the 
code of the Kingdom was promulgated 
was that on which the marching orders 
of the Kingdom were given: “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his right-’ 
eousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33) finds its 
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the words, “All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth.” 

On- the Mountain, Jesus proclaimed 
Himself Lord of space (“All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth”); 
Lord of time (“Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the age”); Lord of 
humanity (“Teaching them [all nations] 
to observe all ‘things whatsoever I have 
commanded you”), 


When Lepers Witnessed for Christ. 


A joyful testimony meeting at the Albarka Fellowship Leprosy Treatment Center 


ERTAIN patients at the Albarka 

Leprosy Treatment Centre, Kaduna 
Junction, N. Nigeria, had been given a 
short leave, during which families and 
friends had been visited. On their re- 
turn to the Centre the patients wanted 
to express the joy they had had in wit- 
nessing for Christ. Sunday afternoon 
was given for this purpose, and how we 
rejoiced to hear the testimonies of these 
young men who had come here in dark- 
ness, and deep spiritual and physical 
need, and who now were true evange- 
lists, even though suffering with a cruel 
disease. 

One reported: “I visited every group 
of Christians in the villages around my 
home, and, wherever I went, I sought 
to help. I found that some had grown 
and gone forward in the way of Christ, 
and I encouraged them and taught them 
more of the Word of God. At other 
places, I found that numbers had les- 
sened and the Christians had grown cold. 
These I had to reprove in love, showing 
them the need for a close walk with 
God. One day, I set out to a village a 
distance away. I should have gone by 
train, but I had only three pence [four 
cents] in my pocket. I looked at it 
and said, ‘Yes, I will walk, I will go.’ 
I was very tired after that long journey, 
but how I rejoiced when I found the 
Christians going on. How they wel- 
comed me, and I had the joy of minis- 
tering to them, and certainly did not 
have to walk home, for they fed me and 
paid my fare home.” A real Paul! 

Another said: “I visited a village near 
my home. Some did not know me, as 
they had become Christians after I left 
home. Those who recognized me were 
very joyful, and others, on hearing my 
name, said, ‘Is this the one we have 
been praying for regularly? We rejoice 
to meet you.’ Then I was asked to 
preach at the Sunday services, which I 
did. Following the morning service, 
four people accepted the Saviour, and, 
in the evening, one backslider returned 
to the Lord. How we all rejoiced to- 
gether.” This homegoing proved to be 
a Homecoming! 

A third testified: “While away, I vis- 
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ited a village where I had been known 
to the people. There was a discussion as 
to whether I was the same boy, for I 
used to fight and had a bad temper. 
They said, ‘If this is he, he is greatly 
changed.’ I was able to tell them that 
the Lord had changed me. Then I said, 
‘Now I will read to you from this Book, 
and tell you what He can do for you.’ 
They seemed afraid of the Book, and 
said, ‘If you have anything to tell, can’t 
you give it by mouth?’ Then I preached 
God’s Word, and they listened well. If 
we could go often, I’m sure many would 
believe.” 

Still another said: “I will tell you of 
my former visit to my home. I had 
been in the leper settlement, but got 
discouraged, as my sickness was so bad, 
and so I went home. While here I had 
become a Christian, so my Moslem fam- 
ily did not welcome me. They scoffed 
and spat at me and cursed me. I had 
no friends and was very lonely. Then, 
one day, they said, ‘If you will renounce 
this faith, we have special medicine that 
will really cure you.’ They promised so 
much that, at last, I yielded. They soon 
contacted the medicine men, and I drank 
many strange things. They kept asking 
me for money. When I had no money 
they took my clothes, until I was strip- 
ped of everything. I was a thing of 
pity, and my sickness just got worse. 

“Then God spoke to me, showing me 
where I had gone wrong, and that He 
could use even such a sickness as this 
for my blessing. I then came back here 
in a pitiful state, and was taken in, and 
now I have fully given myself to Him. 
He is giving me much joy, and I am 
getting better. Yes, our God works in 
strange ways to bring blessing to us, and 
I am happy, even with leprosy, if He 
is with me.” 

Another, with mere stumps ‘of hands 
and feet, told how he had hobbled miles 
to get news of a group of Christians, and 
had returned with great joy when he 
found that God had answered his daily 
prayers for one in particular. 

“With a loud voice [they] glorified 
God” (Luke 17:15). 


(Continued on page 341) 
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echo finally, on the same Mountain in 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. MAY 2. JUDGMENT ON JEROBOAM 
1 Kings 12:25-33; 14:1-20; printed text, 14:5-10a, 12-16 
Golden Text.—Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his commandments.—Deut. 8:11 


Tue KING JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 14:5 And the Lorp said unto Ahijah, Behold, the 
wife of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son; 
for he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it 
shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign herself 
to be another woman. 

6 And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, 
as she came in at the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife 
of Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself to be another? for 
I am sent to thee with heavy tidings. 

7 Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, 
Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among the people, and 
made thee prince over my people Israel, 

8 And rent the kingdom away from the house of David, 
and gave it thee: and yet thou hast not been as my servant 
David, who kept my commandments, and who followed me 
with all his heart, to do that only which was right in mine 
eyes; 

9 But hast done evil above all that were before thee: for 
thou hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten images, 
to provoke me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy back: 


10 Therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house of 
Jeroboam. 


12 Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own house: and 
when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die. 

13 And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him: for 
he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave, because in him 
there is found some good thing toward the Lorp God of Israel 
in the house of Jeroboam. 

14 Moreover the Lorp shall raise him up a king over Israel, 
who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam that day: but what? 
even now. 

15 For the Lorp shall smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in 
the water, and he shall root up Israel ouf of this good land, 
which he gave to their fathers, and shall scatter them beyond 
the river, because they have made their groves, provoking 
the Lorp to anger. 

16 And he shall give Israel up because of the sins of Jero- 
boam, who did sin, and who made Israel] to sin. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
T IS time to get out your Bible atlas 
I and mark some places mentioned 
in this lesson. 

First, there are the two cities which 
Jeroboam built, or fortified—Shechem 
and Penuel (1 Kings 12:25). Shechem 
was in Ephraim, lying between the spurs 
of Gerizim and Ebal, where Israel had 
its great assembly in the days of Joshua 
(Josh. 24:1). To this place Rehoboam 
had come for inauguration as king over 
Israel, and from it had fled for his life 
when, instead of crowning him, the 
northern tribes rebelled against him. A 
punitive expedition against the rebels 
would hit Shechem first, so Jeroboam 
lost no time in fortifying it. But why 
did he trouble about Penuel (Peniel, 
Gen. 32:30, 31), on the east side of Jor- 
dan? Probably to block any flanking 
movement that Rehoboam might under- 
take, and defend his trans-Jordan ter- 
ritory. 

Next, we have the two locations at 
which Jeroboam set up the “calves of 
gold” (1 Kings 12:28, 29)—Bethel and 
Dan. Bethel had associations with their 
father Jacob (Gen. 28:19; 35:1-7), and 
would appeal to the people as a sacred 
site. Besides, it was at the southern ex- 
tremity of his kingdom, right on the 
border of Benjamin. It would be an 


excellent spot at which weary travelers 
to Jerusalem would be induced to go 
no farther. Dan was near the northern 
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extremity, and would serve the northern 
section admirably. Even in the days of 
the judges it had become a center of 
worship (of a kind!), with a priesthood 
(Judges 18:29-31). 

Finally we have the king’s residence 
—Tirzah (1 Kings 14:17). True, he lived 
first at Shechem (12:25), but soon moved 
his capital several miles north. The 
narrow defile in which Shechem was sit- 
uated was hardly a suitable place, from 
a military standpoint. The situation 
was beautiful (Song of Sol. 6:4), and not 
so easily sealed by enemy forces. 

Our lesson does not include chapter 
13, but this ought~not to be neglected. 
It is one of the strangest and saddest 
stories in the Old Testament, and carries 
some solemn lessons for the child of God 
—especially this, that when God speaks, 
we should obey, and not listen to false 
prophets who pretend to have special 
revelations. 

Why was a prophet imported from 
Judah to rebuke Jeroboam for his sin? 
(13:1.) Why did not Ahijah, who re- 
vealed to Jeroboam the fact that he was 
to be king, and who lived in Shiloh, in 
the territory of Ephraim, cry out against 
the evil? We do not know, and we 
must not jump to conclusions. Certainly 
Ahijah was faithful in rebuke in the 
incident which constitutes our lesson, 


Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 14:5.—“Behold, the wife of 
Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee 
for her son; ... she shall feign herself 
to be another .. .” The blindness of 
Ahfjah (v. 4) would have made him, like 


Isaac (Gen. 27), an easy victim of the 
queen’s deceit, but God prepared him for 
her coming. 


Verse 6.—“Come in, thou wife of Jero- 
boam; why feignest thou thyself to be 
another? .. . heavy tidings.” Think of 
the astonishment and humiliation of the 
queen when she saw that the ruse of dis- 
guise had not hidden her identity, and 
that the prophet already knew her er- 
rand. Her deceit was rebuked, and the 
prophet prepared her for bad news, 


Verse 7.—‘Thus saith the Lord God 
. -.. I exalted thee ... prince over my 
people Israel.” The first part of the mes- 
sage was a reminder to Jeroboam that 
it was God who had éxalted him, and 
therefore required of him homage and 
obedience. 

Verse 8.—“. . . thou hast not been as 
my servant David ... to do that only 
which was right in mine eyes.” If the 
kingdom had been rent from the house 
of David, despite David’s adherence to 
the Law of the Lord, how could Jero- 
boam expect to retain it in face of his 
rebellion? 

Verse 9.—“. . . for thou hast gone and 
made thee other gods .. . and hast cast 
me behind thy back.” Jeroboam is ac- 
cused of going further in iniquity than 
either Solomon or Rehoboam. However 
much he might have passed off the 
golden calves as simply symbols of the 
true God of Israel, God denounced it as 
idolatry. The images were “other gods.” 


Verse 10.—“I will bring evil upon the 
house of Jeroboam .. .” The house of 
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Jeroboam was therefore to be reduced 
to a state of refuse, and utterly cast out. 

Verse 11.—“Him that dieth .. . in the 
city shall the dogs eat; and him that 
dieth in the field shall the fowls... 
eat...” The house of Jeroboam was 
the first of several northern royal houses 
to have this curse laid upon them (16: 
4; 21:24). 

Verse 12.—“. . . get thee to thine own 
house: and when thy feet enter into the 
city, the child shall die.” A hard com- 
mand, if she believed that what the 
prophet said would come to pass. Perhaps 
she took refuge in unbelief! But that was 
poor refuge. 

Verse 13.—“, . . he only of Jeroboam 
shall come to the grave, because in him 
there is found some good thing toward 
the Lord...” The son taken was the 
best of the family. Perhaps God took 
him for his own salvation. What god- 
liness he had, exempted him from the 
contemptible end of the others of the 
family. 

Verse :14.—“The Lord shall raise him 
up a king... who shall cut off the house 
of Jeroboam .. .” See 15:29. Even 
wicked kings are raised up by the Lord 
in order to fulfill His purposes of judg- 
ment.in the earth. 

Verse 15.—“‘For the Lord shall smite 
Israel ... and shall scatter them beyond 
the river...” Not only was the house 
of Jeroboam to perish, but the kingdom 
which he had established was to perish 
also. Here is the first specific prophecy 
of Israel's captivity, as apart from warn- 
ings to the whole nation. For fulfill- 
ment, see 2 Kings 17. 

Verse 16.—“And he shall give Israel 
up because of the sins of Jeroboam , , .” 
The judgment, inflicted nearly two cen- 
turies later, was nevertheless traceable 
to the sins of Israel's first king, Jero- 
boam. Sin and righteousness alike have 
a long reach, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Why did not Jeroboam go himself to 
the prophet when his son was sick? 
Surely that was a time for the mother 
to be on hand, tending the sick boy, 
rather than going on a journey! Then 
why did the king send her? Was he 
ashamed and afraid to go himself? He 
probably was no more anxious to see 
Ahijah than Ahab was to see Elijah at 
a later date (1 Kings 21:20). His actions 
were not such as would make him com- 
fortable in the presence of the Lord’s 
prophet. He had not obeyed the com- 
mandments of the Lord as Ahijah had 
exhorted him to do (11:38). Instead, he 
had followed a policy of political expedi- 
ency, even when it meant banishing the 
Lord God from the realm (12: 26-29), as is 
being done too much today under cover 
of the First Amendment and the prin- 
ciple of the separation of church and 
state. 

Now if, with the hand of the Lord 
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Last Week's Lesson 
4. (1) April 25.—Ahijah Foresees a 
Divided Kingdom. 1 Kings fia to 12:24 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. (3) May 9.—Elijah Challenges Baal 
MED Scdenesrens 1 Kings 17:1 to 19:18 








heavy upon him, Jeroboam had been 
ready to confess and forsake his sin, he 
would gladly have gone to the prophet, 
seeking mercy of the Lord. But, want- 
ing repentance, he was both ashamed 
and afraid, and had his wife go for him. 
How “conscience does make cowards of 
us all”! 

But why did the queen go disguised? 
That it was not simply to hide her iden- 
tity from the common people is clear 
from verse 5. Apparently she shared 
her husband’s attitude to the prophet, 
because she shared her husband’s sins. 
“Why feignest thou thyself to be an- 
other?” the prophet asked. It is a ques- 
tion that needs to be put to every sinner, 
for if there is one thing that the sinner 


is unwilling to do, it is to appear before ~ 


God for what he is. How we cover our- 
selves with excuses, with self-righteous- 
ness, with self-justifications, with ration- 
alizations—anything rather than admit 
what we are! But it is not until we drop 
our disguises and our pretenses, and con- 
fess our own proper name before God, 
as Jacob did at Jabbok (Gen. 32:27), 
that the blessing of God can be ours, 
whether the blessing of salvation, or the 
further blessings of Christian experience. 
Heavy tidings always await the hypocrite 
and the pretender, but the soul that 
freely confesses its lost estate before God 
will hear the words of life eternal. 
The sin of King Jeroboam cost him 
the life of the only one in his family 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT two cities did Jeroboam for- 
tify after securing the throne of 
Israel? 

2. Where did Jeroboam set up his 
calves of gold? 

3. What did the calves of gold repre- 
sent? 

4. What was Jeroboam’s purpose in 
setting up the calves of gold? 

5. Where did Jeroboam establish the 
royal residence? 

6. What did the prophet from Judah 
predict concerning Jeroboam’s altar? 

7. Why did Jeroboam’s wife come to 
the Prophet Ahijah? 

8. Why did she come in disguise? 

9. Upon what three houses was the 
curse pronounced of having their bodies 
devoured by animals instead of being 
buried? 

10. What was the ultimate result of 
Jeroboam’s sin on the kingdom of Israel? 


(Answers on page 339) 
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that had any good in him (v, 13). It 
robbed his children of their royal heri- 
tage and condemned them to a miserable 
end (vs. 10, 11). It gave a “set” to his 
kingdom that doomed it to utter and 
permanent overthrow (vs. 15, 16). How 
costly is sin! No wonder it requires 
nothing short of the blood of Christ to 
save us from it. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The sin of Jeroboam (1 Kings 12: 26-33) 
2. The dilemma of Jeroboam (14:1-6) 
3. The judgment of Jeroboam (vs, 7-16) 


Topics for Development 


Found Out. There is nothing so potent 
as the Word of God for stripping men 


of their garments of pretense (Heb. 4: 


12, 13). The word of the Lord at the 
lips of “blind” Ahijah found out the 
disguised queen of Israel. Before that 
word her feigning was useless. On the 
evening of July 31, 1864, a woman whose 
husband had been converted, and whose 
attendance at Spurgeon’s Tabernacle she 
strongly opposed, found her curiosity so 
aroused that, after her husband's de- 
parture, she determined to hear the noted 
preacher. In order to escape detection, 
she disguised herself, and slipped up to 
the top balcony, just when Mr. Spurgeon 
was announcing his text: “Come in, 
thou wife of Jeroboam; why feignest 
thou thyself to be another?” Accord- 
ing to the woman in question, he pointed 
right at her as he said it, and went on 
to press the point. The word searched 
her out, and she confessed her folly to 
her husband that night. The sermon 
which found out the pretender may still 
be read. It is No. 584 of the “Metropoli- 
tan Tabernacle Pulpit,” and is entitled, 
“A Hearer in Disguise.” In it, Spurgeon 
deals with occasional hearers, such as 
Jeroboam and his wife, who did not at- 
tend upon the prophet’s message except 
when necessity required it. His second 
point deals with the useless disguise, 
showing how none can hide himself or 
his sin from God. The final point is 
the heavy tidings which are prepared for 
those who turn from God. But the ser- 
mon does not close without proclaiming 
the good tidings of salvation to those 
who will hearken. It is a good sermon, 
still worth reading, and a reminder to 
us all that “thou God seest me.” 

A Long Reach. Sin has a long reach. 
The sin of Jeroboam reached clear down 
the corridors of the history of the king- 
dom which he set up, and sealed its 
doom (vs, 15, 16). That sin had an arm 
two hundred years long—aye, and longer, 
for it meant that there was no restora- 
tion for the apostate kingdom. On the 
other hand, the obedience and faithful- 
ness of David, despite failings, secured 
his kingdom. Even when chastenings 
came for the sins of his children, judg- 
ment was tempered with mercy. The 
whole kingdom was not taken from the 
house of David. The captivity of Judah, 
later than that of Israel, was restored 
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under Zerubbabel. The dispersion of the 
nation did not take place until great 
David’s greater Son had purchased the 
kingdom for perpetuity with His blood. 
And when the Lord Jesus sits on the 
throne of His glory, acclaimed King of 
kings and Lord of lords, it will be “the 
throne of his father David” (Luke 1:32). 


Practical Applications 


Every one of us has a longer reach 
than he realizes. Is it for good or for ill? 

Don’t try to fool men of God. They 
may appear simpletons, but they are in 
touch with the source of truth. Above 
all, don’t try to fool God. You cannot. 

Confess, and there are good tidings of 
great joy from God. Pretend, and there 
are heavy tidings from the Lord. 

What help can your idols give you 
when death enters the inner chambers 
of your home? 

Ahijah’s blindness did not rob him of 
the vision of God. We see God better 
when the world is shut out. 


Golden Text 

Deut. 8:11.—“Beware that thou forget 
not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his 
commandments, and his judgments, and 
his statutes...” Have you noticed how 
often we are exhorted to “forget not”? 
Forgetfulness is one of our chiefest sins, 
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and opens the door to all kinds of de- 

partures from the ways of God. The dis- 

cipline of ‘daily renewal is our only 

safety against this subtle snare. 
ELMHuRST, ILL. 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEesTteD HyMns 
“Faith of Our Fathers” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold?” 
“Trust and Obey” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose Word is 
given to be a lamp to our feet and a 
light to our path, deliver us from the 
folly of discarding its light and walking 
in sin’s darkness. Move us rather to hide 
Thy Word in our hearts that we might 
not sin against Thee. Teach us the 
solemn lessons of our Scripture portion 
today and help us to receive their warn- 
ing. Wherever lives are ruled by sin, 
*give men repentance and faith in Christ 
that He may save and recover them. 
Use Thy truth in all lands to turn men 
to revere, trust, and obey the Lord. Bless 
our homes with Thy presence, protection, 
and peace. Multiply Christian homes 
everywhere, and revive Thy Church 
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through all the land that Thy people 
may stand firm for God and the right. 
Show Thy mercy to the sick, the sad, 
and the needy. Remember Thy faithful 
servants on the mission fields, meeting 
their every need in body and soul and 
making the work very fruitful. Forgive 
us our sins, and lead us all in the paths 
of righteousness for Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Well, Jeroboam 
reached the kingship, as the prophet had 
said, but once in the place of power he 
disregarded the warnings that came 
through the prophet and the promise 
of blessing for obedience. Instead, to 
hold and strengthen his position, he 
trusted in his own sinful scheming rather 
than in God’s promise. That promise 
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was that he should be established, and 
his descendants, in the rule of Israel, 
if they would obey the Lord. But Jero- 
boam knowingly disobeyed by setting 
up idol worship to keep his people from 
worshiping at Jerusalem and perhaps 
coming under the rule of David’s line 
again. He should have trusted God to 
care for that risk. It is always best at 
the Yast to trust in the Lord rather than 
to rely on sinful and worldly schemes 
to further our ends. Eventually every 
man gets to the place where his worldly 
success cannot help him and he needs 
God. Jeroboam got to that place when 
his son was sick unto death. But when 
the king most needed the mercy and 
help of God he found only the judgment 
of God because of his continued disobe- 
dience and failure to repent. 

We all are tempted to scheme ‘and 
work for our own ends in ways that in- 
volve disobedience to God. Let us settle 
it once and for all that true and abiding 
prosperity is never found by the road 
of disobedience. Always, at the last, the 
way of the transgressor proves dread- 
fully hard. If Jeroboam could stand here 
now and speak to us, he could find no 
better words in which to press home the 
lesson of his life than those of our 
Golden Text, “Beware that thou forget 
not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his 
commandments.” His only comment 
need be, “That was my undoing, let it 
not be yours.” 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 
“She shall feign herself to be another 


: 


’ woman” (1 Kings 14:5).—What a stupid 


act on the part of the queen! She was 


confident the prophet could inform her 
as to whether or not her child was going 
to live; why think then that such a 
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prophet would not see through her dis- 
guise? 

Deception is an ancient business. The 
Apostle Paul wrote of “false apostles, de- 
ceitful workers, transforming themselves 
into the apostles of Christ. And no mar- 
vel; for Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of dight. Therefore it is 
no great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of right- 
eousness; whose end shall be according 
to their works.” 


Shakespeare, in 
Venice,” said: 

The devil can cite Scripture for his 

purpose, 

An evil soul producing holy witness 

Is like a villain with a smiling cheek— 

A goodly apple rotten at the heart; 

O, what a goodly outside falsehood hath! 

“I am sent to thee with heavy tidings” 
(1 Kings 14:6).—On Jeroboam’s first 
contact with Ahijah he received good 


“The Merchant of 
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tidings. Possibly he expected his wife 
would return from Ahijah with good 
tidings regarding the recovery of his son. 
If so, he was doomed to disappointment, 
for he had been wretchedly disobedient 
to the good tidings. Disobedience merits 
heavy, not good tidings. 

A lay preacher wrote to ask how suf- 
fering could be explained since God is 
a God of love. God is also “light, and 
in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 
1:5). Because He cannot condone sin, 
and because sin is rampant in the world, 
the wonder is that there is anything but 
suffering in the world. We should un- 
ceasingly praise God for the good tid- 
ings throughout His Word, especially in 
such a chapter as Ephesians 2. All who 
ignore the glad tidings of the Gospel of 
God’s grace can only expect the heavy 
tidings of judgment, 


“I exalted thee from among the people” 
(1 Kings 14:7).—The Lord God of Israel 
reviews His mercies to Jeroboam. He 
exalted him from among the common 
people, made him a prince over Israel, 
rent the kingdom from the house of Da- 
vid and gave it to him. And Jeroboam 
was ungrateful! 

Seneca said: “He is ungrateful who 
denies that he has received a kindness; 
he is ungrateful who conceals it; he is 
ungrateful who makes no return for it; 
most ungrateful of all is he who forgets 
ae 

The preamble to the will-left by Dr. 
Richard Clarke Cabot, rich, Social] Ethics 
professor at Harvard, who passed away 
in 1939, interested me. He was not the 
ungrateful type. 

The preamble read: “I... realizing 
that God has allowed me a life of almost 
unbroken happiness upon this earth, and 
that this happiness has been in no way 
due to any merit of mine, but has been 
permitted in spite of grievous sins and 
shortcomings, do now make this my last 
will and testament.” To friends and 
servants he bequeathed $200,000; to 
favored philanthropies about $1,000,000. 

The God of our salvation daily loads 
us with benefits (Psa. 68:19); and we 
are not to forget them (Psa. 103). 


“and hast cast me behind thy back” 
(1 Kings 14:9).—Jeroboam was guilty of 
sins of omission and commission. The 
Lord said to him, “Thou hast not been 
as my servant David.” On this sin of 
omission, Matthew Henry says: “He had 
not set David before him .. . who, 
though he had faults and some bad ones, 
yet never forsook the worship of God 
nor grew loose nor cold to that; his 
faithful adherence to that gained him 
this honorable character, that he fol- 
lowed God with all his heart, and herein 
he was proposed for an example to all 
his successors.” 

As for sins of commission, Jeroboam 
made other gods, and molten images to 
provoke the Lord to anger; and, in addi- 
tion to all that, cast the Lord behind his 
back. What a fearful indictment! 
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This tremendous expression only oc- 
curs elsewhere in Ezekie] 23:35; but for 
somewhat similar expressions, see Psalm 
50:17 and Nehemiah 9: 26. 

King Hezekiah in praising the Lord, 
said, “Thou hast cast all my sins behind 
thy back” (Isa. 38:17). What a contrast! 
God would be justified in casting us be- 
hind His back; but, instead, He casts 
our sins there—yea, better than that, He 
had an end made of them in the sacrifice 
of His beloved Son at Calvary! But no 
one is justified in casting God or His 
Word behind his back. 

Recently I heard Dr. Oltrogge say in 
substance that at one time in his youth, 
he prided himself on being an atheist. 
On one occasion while visiting a certain 
city, he opened his trunk and saw a 
Bible which his mother had placed there. 
He seized it and in a rage hurled it 
across the room, where it fell behind a 
dresser. In a flash, he became convicted 
of the enormity of his sin. He realized 
that it was the Word of God, and his 
hatred of it made him cast it from him. 
He retrieved the Bible; and it was not 
long after that before he believed its 
record regarding the Son of God and 
was saved. He now preaches “the faith 
which once he destroyed.” 

“.. in him there is found some good 
thing toward the Lord .. .” (1 Kings 14: 
13).—We are not told wherein the good- 
ness consisted, but we are told it was 
toward the Lord. Rabbinic tradition 
guesses that in opposition to his father, 
he discountenanced the calf-worship and 
encouraged and helped the people to 
continue their visits to Jerusalem. 

“Dear child,” says C. Knapp, “Ahijah 
(“Jehovah is my Father”) was his name, 
and his Heavenly Father called him 
Home. It was an instance of ‘the right- 
eous’ being taken away from the evil 
to come.” 

It is recorded on the tomb of a gallant 
youth in Westminster Abbey, “Francis 
Hclles, who died at eighteen years of 
age after noble deeds.” , 

Man's life is measured by the work, not 


days; 
Not aged sloth, but active youth hath 
praise. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Jeroboam allowed to slip 

through his fingers a rare oppor- 
tunity to be one of Israel’s greatest kings. 
He yielded to his own egotism and to 
an appetite that the world about him 
offered to satisfy. So he disobeyed God 
and led Israel into the very worst forms 
of idolatry, licentiousness, and reckless 
living. The Lord visited terrible judg- 
ment upon him and upon Israel because 
of him. Jeroboam knew that he had for- 
feited every right to God’s favor and 
protection. That is an awful state of 
mind, especially when trouble comes. 
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And trouble did come, swift and sure. 
Jeroboam’s young son was very sick. 
Doubtless the physicians had given him 
up, and the distressed father wanted to 
appeal to the prophet for help, but he 
knew he had no standing there. So he 
told his wife to disguise herself and go 
to Ahijah, the same prophet who (speak- 
ing for the Lord) had first told him he 
was to be king. Jeroboam hoped he 
would heal the child. He told his wife 
to take a present to the prophet—“ten 
loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse of 
honey.” But the Lord told Ahijah of 
her coming, and even as she entered the 
door, he saluted her, calling her name. 
Then he pronounced God’s terrible judg- 
ment upon Jeroboam and his family and 
upon Israel, telling her the child would 
die upon her return. And that very 
thing occurred: as the disguised queen 
“came to the threshold of the door, the 
child died.” 

Fellows, there is nothing that can take 
the place of one’s peace with God. To 
know that you are trying to live right 
and trusting Him for life and safety of 
yourself and those you love is far better 
than riches or popularity or worldly 
power. 

One night in my home a precious little 
eighteen-month-old girl was tossing in 
her baby bed with a high fever which 
had continued for three days and three 
nights. Our doctor had been there at 
10 o’clock and said her temperature must 
come down before midnight, or she could 
not live. He had to go across town to 
another desperately sick patient, but said 
he would call us on the telephone at 
11 o’clock, and if her temperature was 
not lower by that time he would come 
at once and use some drastic measures 
to reduce it. When he went out, at first 
it seemed we were all alone with a 
baby who was probably dying and we 
were almost panic-stricken. But then 
we remembered our Lord’s promise to 
hear our call at all times, and we pleaded 
with Him to save our baby’s life if it 
was His will to do so. But she grew 
more restless, and at 10.15 we tried the 
thermometer. It showed a rise of one- 
fifth of a degree. We looked at each 
other in alarm, for Doctor had said noth- 
ing about a rise, but that it should be 
down. She seemed to be on the verge 
of convulsions, and at 10.25 we tried the 
thermometer again. It registered an- 
other one-fifth higher! 

In full panic now, I said, “The crisis 
is on sooner than the doctor thought it 
would be! Where did he go?” He didn’t 
tell us where he was going. I said, “T’ll 
get the telephone exchange operator to 
search the town for him, for we must 
have him at once!” I started for the 


telephone, and when I had gone only 
a few steps a very strange thing hap- 
pened. A five-year-old boy in his own 
bed in a corner of the room began sing- 
ing in his sleep—something he had never 
done before. His mother had taught 
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him some of the old hymns as he would 
stand beside her at the piano; and his 
little voice rang out, clear and sweet, 
as he sang two lines from “How Firm a 
Foundation”: 

When through fiery trials thy pathway 


shall lie, 

My grace, shall be thy 

supply. 

There he stopped, turned over, and 
was quiet again. 

I had paused to listen. Then, turning, 
went back to the sick child’s crib, and 
the mother and I clasped our hands 
across it, and with our eyes closed we 
finished the stanza: 

The flames shall not hurt thee; I only 

design 

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to 

refine. 

When we looked down at the little 
girl again, to our amazement she had 
become perfectly still, breathing quietly, 
sleeping normally. Quickly again we 
tried the thermometer. It was down— 
down—down! 

At exactly 11 o’clock the telephone 
rang. I knew who it was, and didn’t 
wait to ask, but, taking up the receiver, 
I said, “Doctor, you can go home and 
take your rest—she’s normal!” Two 
days after that I had her in my arms 
out in the yard showing her the little 
new brood of chickens. God was in the 
room with us that night, and He wanted 
us to know it, so He told us through the 
lips of a sleeping five-year-old boy, 

I tell you, fellows, it is worth a thou- 
sand times more than all the world can 
give to have a Saviour like that! 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET’S begin our lesson today by learn- 

ing the Golden Text. “Beware that 
thou forget not the Lord thy God, in 
not keeping his commandments” (Deut. 
8:11). This is a verse that must have 
been familiar to both King Solomon and 
King Jeroboam. Unfortunately, Solomon 
forgot it in his old age, and Jeroboam 
forgot it throughout his whole life. Fail- 
ing to obey God is equivalent to forget- 
ting Him. When God says, “Beware,” 
what follows is most important to heed. 
Since there are nine words in the first 
part of this verse, let’s say it together 
nine times. Then repeat the last part 
five times. .Let’s put the two parts to- 
gether and add the reference and say 
it over and over till someone is able to 
say it alone. As soon as you can do 
that, put up your hand. (Continue till 
all have said it.) 

Last week we studied about Jeroboam, 
the first king of the ten tribes of Israel. 
What did God promise him? (That if 
he obeyed the Lord he and his descend- 
ants would continue to rule over the 
ten tribes.) But Jeroboam did not be- 
lieve God. The Prophet Ahijah had re- 


all-sufficient, 
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minded him how David had obeyed God, 
and God had kept His promise to him. 
He also told him that Solomon’s line was 
losing the ten tribes because Solomon 
had turned away from the Lord. The 
Lord had given Jeroboam the ten tribes 
but he did not appreciate that, and 
neither did he believe that the Lord 
would keep His promise to him. Read 
1 Kings 12:26-31. 

Last week we saw that Jeroboam was 
courageous, industrious, and ambitious, 
but in today’s lesson we find that he 
was also ungrateful, unbelieving, and 
untrue. He was ungrateful to God for 
the honor He had given him in making 
him king. He did not believe God would 
keep His promise about establishing his 
kingdom, so he set up altars in Bethel 
and Dan to keep the people from going 
to the Temple at Jerusalem to worship, 
for fear they would then want to rejoin 
the kingdom of Judah. And he was un- 
true, for he set up golden calves to be 
worshiped, and told the people that 
these were the gods which had brought 
them up out of Egypt, which was, of 
course, a lie. How this must have of- 
fended God! 

King Jeroboam discarded the sons of 
Aaron as priests of the Lord and made 
priests of any who wanted to be, no mat- 
ter how unholy they were. This greatly 
weakened his kingdom, for the Levites 
left his country and moved to the land 
of Judah. And many godly Israelites 
followed them there, out of the different 
tribes. By this sin Jeroboam lost a large 
number of the best people of Israel. 

First Kings 13 tells of a man of God 
who came to Bethel, where Jeroboam 
was burning incense to one of the golden 
calves. Read what the man of God said 
in verse 2. This prophecy was fulfilled 
about three hundred years later. Only 
God can give clear, detailed predictions 
of the future.- Jeroboam ordered his 
men to capture the man of God. But his 
own hand reaching out against the 
prophet was withered. So instead of 
killing the man of God he asked him 
to pray that his hand might be healed. 
God heard and answered, but this was 
a humbling experience for the king and 
should have caused him to repent, but 
he did not. Oh, Jeroboam, “Beware that 
thou forget not the Lord thy God, in 
not keeping his commandments.” 

After the king was healed, he tried to 
get the man of God to come to his palace 
for food and to get a reward. Read 
what the prophet answered in verses 
8 and 9, before he started back another 
way, in obedience to the Lord. An old 
prophet who lived in Bethel got on a 
donkey and followed the man of God, 
persuading him to come back with him 
to eat in his home. The old prophet 
lied, telling the man of God that the 
Lord had told him to bring him back. 
The younger man should have known 
that God does not change His mind, but 
he allowed himself to be persuaded, and 
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Because of his disobedience to God he 
was killed by a lion. Oh, man of God, 
“Beware that thou forget not the Lord 
thy God, in not keeping his command- 
ments.” The old prophet who had de- 
ceived the younger one, causing him to 
disobey the Lord, was most unhappy 
over his share in the tragedy. Because 
it was in great measure his fault, he 
had the sad task of foretelling the pun- 
ishment on the younger man, and then 
seeing it take place! 

Read chapter 14:1-6. King Jeroboam 
was now in trouble, but because he had 
turned so far from the Lord he did not 
dare approach Ahijah himself. Ahijah 
was the prophet who. had told him to 
take ten pieces of cloth that time in the 
field. He was the man who had given 
Jeroboam God’s promises and warnings. 
But it was no use for Jeroboam to try 
to hide his wife’s identity from the 
Prophet Ahijah, for he was in touch with 
God, who knows everything. 

Now read verses 7 to 10a. See how 
plainly the prophet states the ‘sins of 
Jeroboam and says that because of these 
sins God is going to bring evil upon 
his house, in fulfillment of our memory 
verse. 

Read Verses 12 to 18, and see the first 
fulfillment of this prophecy. God did 
not bring evil upon the boy. He took 
him to Heaven before he saw the evil 
that was coming upon his family. But 
his death was evil to the royal family, 
for he was the only good descendant 
that King Jeroboam had, 


First Chronicles 13 tells of another evil 
that came upon Jeroboam eighteen years 
after he began to reign. There was war 
between Israel and Judah. Judah had 
only four hundred thousand soldiers and 
Jeroboam had eight hundred thousand; 
but God smote Jeroboam and all Israel 
so that the men of Judah won the war 
and five hundred thousand of the soldiers 
of Israel were slain, more than half their 
army! King Jeroboam never recovered 
from this blow, although he lived four 
years longer. His life presents sad proof 
of the danger of forgetting and disobey- 
ing the Lord. So he who might have 
been remembered as a great and good 
king, if he had followed the Lord and 
led the people aright, is remembered as 
a wicked king who caused Israel to sin. 


Today’s lesson has been rather sad, but 
it will be a blessing to us if it helps us 
to realize that it is dangerous to dis- 
obey God, 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A King Who Failed (1 Kings 14:1-3, 6, 10a, 
ending with “house of Jeroboam’”’) 
OW many boys were there in Israel’s 
family? 2. When their families got 
big, what were they called? 3. Over how 
many tribes was David king? 4. Over 
how many tribes was Solomon king? 
5. Was Jeroboam a good worker? 6. 
What was Ahijah wearing? 7. What did 
he do to it? 8. How many pieces did he 
tell Jeroboam to take? 9. Why? 10. What 
did God promise Jeroboam in last week’s 
Memory Verse? You have found out 
how well you listened and remembered 
what we told you last week. 

Now, about Jeroboam: Did he re- 
member what the Lord told him through 
Ahijah? At last Solomon died; and his 
son, Rehoboam, became king. Jeroboam 
and the people came to say: “Your 
father made our lives hard. Don’t make 
us work so hard or pay such big taxes 
as your father did, and we will have 
you for king.” The old men whom the 
king asked for advice said, “Give them 
a kind answer and they will be for you.” 
But his pals, the young men, said: “Be 
tough with them! Tell them: ‘My father 
made you work hard. I will make you 
work harder, My father punished you 
with whips. I will punish you with 
scorpions!’ ”"—(probably whips with iron 
points). What happened then? He lis- 
tened to his pals’ advice. The people 
were angry. They made Jeroboam their 
king. But not all—the men of King 
Rehoboam’s tribe, the tribe of Judah, 
stood by him because they were rela- 
tions; and Benjamin stayed, too. 

So now there were two countries: 
Rehoboam king over Judah in the south, 
and Jeroboam king over Israel in the 
north. But the Temple for all the peo- 
ple to worship God was in Jerusalem, 
Rehoboam’s country. So Jeroboam made 
two gold calves for gods, and put one 
in the south part of his country at 
Bethel (map), and one in the north part 
at Dan. He made temples and priests, 
and was the head priest himself to offer 
sacrifices and burn incense before the 
calves.1 How do you think God liked 
all that? 

Jeroboam’s son, Ahijah, was sick, very 
sick. There was no uSe to ask the gold 
calves if the boy would get well; so Jero- 
boam told his wife, the queen, to go ask 
the Prophet Ahijah—the very one who 
had told him beforehand that he was to 
be king. She was to dress up so no one 
would know who she was. Ahijah was 
blind anyway and couldn’t see. But God 
told him all about it beforehand, and 


1Scripture Press, 434 S. Wabash Ave., Chi- 
cago 5, has a table top project, “The Northern 
Kingdom Comes Alive,” with 17x22 inch map, 
colored figures to cut and stand up, and other 
objects suggested, illustrative of this lesson 





and three others in our course, 50 cents. Fig- 
ures may be cut from pictures to illustrate 
other lessons, and used on the same map. 
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what to say. Such sad news! “Tell Jero- 
boam this is what the Lord, the God 


of Israel, says: ‘I made you king over 
My people. But you have done worse 
than all who were before you. You 
have made other gods and turned your 
back on Me. So, listen! I will kill every 
man of Jeroboam’s family. Dogs will 
eat the one who dies in the city, and 
birds will eat the one who dies in the 
country.’ Go on home. When your feet 
come to your house, your child will die. 
But he is the only one in Jeroboam’s 
family who is pleasing to the Lord. Peo- 
ple will weep over him and bury him. 
And the Lord will make a new king over 
Israel, who will kill off Jeroboam’s fam- 
ily.” 

It is a sad story, but it shows that the 
Golden Text (Deut. 8:11) is true. How 
much better to “seek the Lord, and his 
strength: seek his face evermore” (Psa. 
105:4, Memory Verse). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD hates sin. He hates the sin of 
disobedience. In last week’s lesson 
we learned how the wise and rich King 
Solomon had disobeyed God. He wor- 
shiped other gods, you remember. And 
that is sin. As a result of his sin, most 
of his kingdom was given, not to his 
son, but tc his servant. His servant's 
name was Jeroboam. Let’s say the serv- 
ant’s name together, so we will be sure 
to remember it—Jeroboam. Say it again. 
Having his kingdom taken from him, 
was the punishment for Solomon’s sin. 
God hates sin, and sin must be pun- 
ished. Ever since time began, God has 
punished those who sin. And always and 
ever He will continue to punish sin in 
one way or another (Ezek. 18:20; Rom. 
6:23). Because Jeroboam knew that God 
punished King Solomon for his sin, you 
would presume: that he (Jeroboam) 
would try very earnestly to do only those 
things which he knew were pleasing to 
God. Let us see if that is what he did. 
Not long after Jeroboam had been 
made king, he decided that the people of 
his kingdom should have two new places 
in which to worship God (1 Kings 12:28, 
29). God’s plan was that the people 
should worship Him at His Temple in 
the city of Jerusalem. (This was all 
long, long before the Lord Jesus came. 
And people in those days were not able 
to worship God as we are able to do 
since the time of the Lord Jesus.) But 
Jeroboam had his own plan, you see. 
Not only did he arrange for people to 
worship God in two other cities, but 
Jeroboam did something that God had 
absolutely forbidden. He made two im- 
ages—calves of gold! 
Jeroboam knew this wes wrong. The 
people of Israel, over whom he reigned, 
knew this was wrong. Long before, 
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God had commanded, “Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth be- 
neath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God” (Exod. 20: 
4,5). But Jeroboam disobeyed God. He 
made two calves of gold. 

Jeroboam was disobedient because his 
heart was sinful (1 Kings 12:26). All 
sin begins in the heart (Jer.'17:9). Jero- 
boam was disobedient because he was 
selfish (1 Kings 12:27). Jeroboam was 
disobedient—and disobedience is a sin 
against God (v. 30). Jeroboam’s disobe- 
dience caused all the people of Israel to 
sin, too (14:16; 2 Kings 23:15). And sin 
—if it is not confessed to God and for- 
saken—must be punished. 

Jeroboam had a son. He was the 
prince. And a prince, as we all know, 
is someone very important. The prince 
became very, very ill. Usually, the king 
should be able to go to God and talk 
with Him. And King Jeroboam probably 
wanted very much to do so, for: he 
wanted his son to get well—and God, he 
knew, could make him well. But be- 
cause Jeroboam had disobeyed God, he 
could not do so. He wanted, though, to 
know about his son. We know, of course, 
that he should have repented of his sin 
of disobedience. He should have gotten 
rid of the golden images. But, no, he 
did not do that. 

Instead, he sent his wife, the great 
queen, to see the prophet of God. Surely 
God’s prophet would be able to tell what 
was to happen to the prince. So the 
queen went to the prophet. She did not 
wear her gleaming crown. She did not 
wear her beautiful robes. She did not 
ride to the prophet’s house in a golden 
chariot. Oh, no. She disguised herself 
(1 Kings 14:2) so that no one—not even 
the prophet of God—would recognize 
her. How could he know her? Was 
he not old and almost blind? (v. 4.) 

When the prophet heard footsteps at 
his door, he called, “Come in, thou wife 
of Jeroboam. Why do you make believe 
you are someone else? I have bad news 
for you” (v. 6). Even before the almost- 
blind prophet had seen the disguised 
queen, he knew it was she! How did he 
know? God had told him! (v. 5.) And 
God had told him what else to say, too: 
“Tell Jeroboam, the king, that because 
he has disobeyed God, because he has 
cast God behind his back [v. 9], God will 
completely destroy every man-child, that 
, the house of Jeroboam “might be utterly 
wiped out.” And that very day, the 
prince died. 

God would gladly have forgiven Jero- 
boam’s sin of disobedience, if only he 
had repented. And He is waiting now to 
forgive anyone who is truly sorry for 
his sin—whether it be disobedience or 
any other—if that one will ask for for- 


(14). 
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giveness. If you have sinned, will you 
ask His forgiveness, now? 


LANCASTER, PA. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th: St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Better Than Ice Cream.—Beware that 

thou forget not the Lord thy God (Deut. 
8:11, Golden Text). One night in the 
Servicemen’s Center a group came, 
bringing fifty gallons of ice cream. A 
strange lad wandered in. “Have some 
ice cream,” I invited, “everything is free 
—including salvation.” “You give ice 
cream away free? Hold everything; I'll 
be right back.” In ten minutes he re- 
turned, bringing with him fourteen of 
his outfit. Free ice cream and home- 
made cake was too good to keep to him- 
self. He wanted to share it. One of the 
boys a bit later told me, “I was in my 
second year in the seminary, but I 
wanted to do my part for my country, 
so I volunteered.” “That’s great,” I con- 
gratulated him. “How many of your 
friends have you won to Christ in your 
regiment?” He got red. “Well, you 
know how it is! If a fellow talks re- 
ligion they think he is a sissy, so I don’t 
say much about it.” “What a hog you 
are! Go back to the table and look at 
the fellow who brought you here. He 
is a real man. He wouldn’t eat free 
ice cream until he got his friends to 
share it also. You have something a 
million times better than ice cream, and 
you won’t even pass it around. Salva- 
tion is free also.” On Wednesday night 
he came to the serviee, bringing three 
men with him. Very quietly he said, 
“Doc, I want you to meet these boys 
from my company. Two of them have 
accepted Christ, and the other fellow is 
ready to do it tonight at the service.” 
I never saw him again, but I hope he is 
still “passing the ice cream.”—From 
Bible Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 
by Josephine A, Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 


False Fronts.—Shall feign herself to 
be another (1 Kings 14:5). A wit once 
remarked of a fine house that it was (in 
architecture) Queen Anne in front and 
Mary Ann at the back. So with many 
a character: in public it is classic and 
beautiful; but in private it is coarse and 
unclean. Let us not be Corinthian pillars 
in front and dirty wall at the back. 
Let us see to it that the back yard of 
character is as clean as the front yard. 
Life with many is a masquerade in which 
they seek to disguise themselves with 
masks that are as transparent as glass. 
What a farce! Let us put away pre- 
tense and try to serve reality. Let us 
be just what we would appear to be, It 
would simplify our lives. amazingly, and 
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we are fooling nobody but ourselves.— 
From Christian Herald. Sent by Nena 
T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. 


Why He Feared Man So Little —Thou 
hast not been as my servant David, who 
kept my commandments, and who fol- 
lowed me with all his heart (1 Kings 
14:8). Of all the memorials in West- 
minster Abbey there is not one that 
gives a nobler thought than that in- 
scribed on the monument of Lord Law- 
rence—simply his name, with the date of 
his death, and these words: “He feared 
man so little, because he feared God so 
much.”—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Exhibition of Idols—Thou hast .. . 
made thee other gods (1 Kings 14:9). 
Dr. F. B. Meyer tells of going to a meet- 
ing of the Salvation Army where it was 
announced an exhibition of idols was to 
be displayed. He said, “I expected to 
see idols from India, Africa, and the 
South Seas. But instead of that eight 
young men stepped to the rear of the 
platform and returned, each bearing a 
large sheet of cardboard. One card was 
covered with pipes, cigars, and tobacco; 
another with sham jewelry, feathers, rib- 
bons, and things of that sort. There were 
eight cards, each covered with things 
that had been idols to some. A man 
behind me pointed, and said, ‘That was 
my pipe.’ A woman said, ‘See my bow 
of ribbon?’ These simple people felt 
that these things had become idols to 
them and they had given them up.— 
From the Sunday Companion. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Reaping!—Hast cast me behind thy 
back: therefore, behold, I will bring 
evil upon the house of Jeroboam (1 
Kings 14:9, 10). A millionaire, turned 
bootlegger, was serving a long prison 
term when a friend of his visited him 
one day. The millionaire was sitting 
crosslegged with an enormous needle 
and a ball of twine, sewing burlap bags. 
“Hello,” said the friend. “Sewing, eh?” 
“No,” said the prisoner, with a grim 
smile, “reaping.”"—From the Christian 
Digest. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans. 


It Took Only a Gnat.—Moreover the 
Lord shall raise him up a king over Is- 
rael, who shall cut off the house of Jero- 
boam that day (1 Kings 14:14). Dr. Ar- 
thur Pierson used to tell the tragic tale 
of a man who called himself an atheist. 
He would say: “About a half century 
ago, an infidel got up on one of the 
heights of the Catskill Mountains, and, 
in the presence of some atheistic com- 
panions, defied the God of Heaven to 
show Himself in battle. The atheist 
swung his sword to and fro and chal- 
lenged the Almighty to meet him in 
single combat. Of course,” Dr. Pierson 
would conclude, “God paid no attention 
to him. Instead, he simply commissioned 
a little gnat, so small it could scarcely 
be seen under a microscope, to fly that 
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way, lodge in the windpipe of the athe- 
ist, and choke him to death.”—From the 
Pilgrim. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. 


The Hand He Did Not See.—And he 
shall give Israel up because of the sins 
of Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:16). “Napoleon 
believed that he was destined to rule 
the world. . . . In the year 1812 he in- 
vaded Russia. F. W. Krummacher, Ger- 
man saint and scholar . . . writes this 
in his autobiography concerning Napo- 
leon’s passage through his village and 
the return: ‘In the year 1812 we saw 
a great part of the grand army of Na- 
poleon pass along on its march to Russia, 
with imposing pomp, and with an over- 
bearing haughtiness, as if already the 
whole world were subject to it... 
The retreat, a few months afterwards, 
of the Emperor’s army, once so proud 
and intoxicated with victory, by now re- 
duced, by the judgment of God which 
overtook them on the snowy plains of 
Russia, to a few tattered fragments, 
awakened indeed quite other feelings 
within us, ...’ The English put Napo- 
leon on the Island of St. Helena, off the 
west coast of Africa. There he dictated 
his memoirs, and made many observa- 
tions on his past history. To me, one 
of the most significant of them is this: 
‘There was a Hand moving in Europe 
which I did not see.’”—From Arthur 
Petrie, Th.D., in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Robert Sherer Wilson, 
Johnstown, Pa. Prize illustration, 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 333) 


1. Shechem and Penuel (1 Kings 12: 
25). 


2. Bethel and Dan (12:28, 29). 


3. Jeroboam represented them as sym- 
bols of the presence of Jehovah, the God 
who brought them up out of Egypt 
(12:28). 


4. To keep the people from journeying 
to Jerusalem for the feasts, and so hav- 
ing their hearts drawn back to the house 
of David (12:26, 27). . 


5. Tirzah (14:17). 


6. That Josiah (who came three cen- 
turies later) would defile it by burning 
human bones on it (13:2). 


7. To inquire concerning the sickness 
of their son (14:1, 2). 


8. Realization that they had disobeyed 
the commandments of God made both 
king and queen afraid of God’s prophet. 


9. Jeroboam (14:11), Baasha (16:4), 
and Ahab (21:24). 


10. The captivity and break-up of the 
northern kingdom (14:15, 16), two cen- 
turies later. ‘ 


Eximuurst, ILL. 
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Children at Home 
Pao’s Church Bell 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


HE loud knocking at the church com- 

pound gate awoke the old Chinese 
watchman sleeping peacefully in his 
little dark room, With a start he lis- 
tened as the knocks continued more and 
more insistent, then he slowly got up 
and shuffled toward the big wooden en- 
trance gate. It was the hour of sunset, 
and he had been careful to lock and 
bar, bolt and secure against all in- 
truders, for there were so many thieves 
and armed robbers about. 

“Old Wisdom,” the gatekeeper, had 
once been the same, stealing from any- 
one, weak or helpless, to satisfy his 
craving for opium smoking. Now that 
was all a thing of the past, for the good 
missionary doctor had taken him in 
hand, and “Old Wisdom” was cured and 
absolutely changed by Christ his Sav- 
iour. 


“Who calls?” he shouted. “Who de- 
mands to enter at this hour?” 
A woman’s voice replied: “It is the 


Widow Sing from South Stream Village. 
Have the kindness to let me in, Grand- 
father Wong. I have a business with 
the Foreign Teacher.” 

The heavy gate was opened and the 
old man greeted the visitor politely: 
“Enter, Sister-of-the-Church, it is late 
for you, these evil times, to be on the 
road. Is all well?” 

“By the good God’s mercy we are in 
health. See, Honorable Grandfather, this 
is my only son Pao (Precious). He is 
now strong of body. We came to give 
our thanks to the good church pastor. 
He and his wife, with God’s blessing, 
saved my one and only treasure. My 
heart spills over with gratitude.” 

“Old Wisdom” gazed at the lad who 

had come some time before, in a pitiful 
state, so sick it seemed he could never 
recover. The missionary’s wife was a 
very good nurse, and through much 
prayer and medical care Pao’s life had 
been saved. His recovery seemed in- 
deed a miracle to his widowed mother 
whose faith in God had been greatly 
strengthened. On her return to her 
lonely hillside village she had done all 
she could to tell her scattered neigh- 
bors the Gospel story. 
‘ “Truly, your son looks strong and 
well,” said the gatekeeper, “but how 
comes it, in these evil times, you are 
traveling the roads so late?” 

“We made an early start,” the little 
Chinese woman replied, “but there were 
many soldiers around, and often we had 
to hide in the fields from them. Since 
they took away my Son’s father, and 
caused his death, I am afraid of them 
all.” 

“Well, Honorable Sister, be at peace 
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now, and drink tea here. When you are 
a little rested you can go to see our 
church pastor, and I know they will 
shelter you for the night.” 

The widow sat down on the stool that 
the old man brought out, while Pao 
stood beside his mother holding a rough 
homemade cage in his hand which con- 
tained a Chinese myna (similar to a 
starling). The bird’s beady black eyes 
darted about everywhere. Naturally of 
a bold nature, it showed no fear, and 
suddenly its shrill, piercing voice startled 
the old man: “Kah le Pé dzo” (“Guest 
come serve tea’). 

“What a clever bird,” said the old man, 
laughing. “Did you teach him to say 
that? And why have you brought him 
all this long way? We Chinese always 
do give our pet birds airings, and fasten . 
their cages in the trees when it is sunny, 
but we do not carry them so far.” 

“My son has brought his one precious 
pet to give. to the honorable pastor’s 
young son, who was so kind to him when 
he was sick. We are so poor now we 
have nothing else to give, so Pao has 
taught this bird, with much patience, to 
say these words. We hope the little 
foreign boy will be pleased.” 

“I-yah,” said the gatekeeper, “that 
precious one is not here now; he has 
gone to his’ outside country to learn 
books. I miss him very much, he was 
always so kind to me, and his parents 
must be lonely without him, too, though 
they are always bright and happy with 
us.” 

Pao’s face fell when he heard that his 
little friend and playfellow was gone, 
and he looked terribly disappointed. 

“Oh,” he said, “I was so sure the little 
foreign boy would be pleased with my 
gift. What can I do now? I did want 
it to be my thank offering.” 

“Why, my little son, do not be sorry. 
I am sure his father and mother will be 
pleased to receive your gift brought out 
of love to their precious little boy. Take 
it to them and see what they say, for 
their courtesy and kindness are without 
end.” 

The old man was right, and_ the bird 
was received graciously, and his cage 
hung in the Chinese guest room over 
the doorway, where his shrill voice could 
be heard whenever any visitor arrived. 

One day the missionary said to the old 
gatekeeper: “The road outside is a busy 
one, especially on market days. Do you 
think you could teach the bird to say, 
‘Tso li-pai’? (‘Come to worship.’) We 
have no church bell at present, and I 
think if the cage were hung out on 
Sundays over the gatehouse, some might 
come in to the service. Anyway, it 
would tell them we were at worship.” 

Old Mr. Wong thought this quite a 
possible plan, so he set to work to teach 
the myna the new words, After a time 
the bird learned that he was to say these 
words whenever his cage was hung out 
on the street. ” 

His voice attracted the passersby, and 
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some stopped and were willing to go in- 
side to the church service. Others came 
out of curiosity to hear the “Foreign 
church bird,” and heard as well the mes- 
sage of salvation. 

How pleased Pao was that his humble 
gift had been accepted and used in this 
way to invite people to worship his God 
and Saviour! 

WorTHING, Sussex, ENG. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 2 


1, What It Takes—To Be a Missionary 
(Acts 8:20-31) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS week, and in the two meetings 

that will follow, we shall be thinking 
about “What It Takes To Serve” the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Three specific types 
of service are to be considered—mission- 
ary service, the service of raising a fam- 
ily, and service as a minister or pastor. 
While certain qualifications and types of 
preparation are necessarily peculiar to 
each particular type of Christian service 
that one may enter, there are many 
essential qualifications that are common 
to all fields. 
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A good servant does what his master 
wishes. No matter how efficient he may 
be, and no matter how devoted he may be 
to his master, if he is not busy doing 
the things the master wants done at the 
moment and in the way his master wants 
them done, he is not “a profitable” serv- 
ant. Several weeks ago the topic on 
“Crosses” brought us the truth from 
God’s Word concerning the necessity of 
death to self, self-plans, and self-ambi- 
tions, if we would follow Christ. It is 
of primary importance, therefore, that 
in whatever field we hope to serve our 
Lord and Master we count the cost of 
that service. Sometimes, in the enthu- 
siasm that comes when we realize that 
God has a definite plan and a specific 
field of service for us, there is a sincere 
but nonetheless’ hasty declaration of 
willingness to go anywhere and do any- 
thing that Christ may ask of us. But 
when the test comes, far from home and 
loved ones, temptation also comes to 
shrink back, or to complain, or to be 
completely frustrated by what is ahead, 
and to be ready to quit. Sometimes 
we are much like the young lover, who, 
in writing to his sweetheart, fervently 
declared his willingness to go to the 
ends of*the earth, to go through fire 
and water, or to swim the deepest river, 
for her sake. He ¢losed his letter by 
saying that he would see her on the fol- 











“April 17, 1954 





lowing Wednesday night, adding, “But 
don’t expect me if it rains.” 


The Lord Jesus Himself emphasized 
to His disciples the importance of count- 
ing the cost, if they would follow Him. 
In Luke 14: 28-33, He first used the illus- 
tration of a man intending to build a 
tower, and pointed out the foolishness 
of not sitting down first and counting 
the cost in order that he might make 
sure that he had sufficient supplies or 
money to finish it. He then used the 
illustration of a king about to make war 
on another king without first counting 
the cost and determining whether or 
not he would be able to win. Likewise, 
if we would follow Christ and serve Him, 
we should make sure, at the very start, 
that we are willing to pay the price. To 
do so by no means belittles the resources 
that the Lord Jesus puts at the disposal 
of everyone who will follow Him. But 
there is a cost that each disciple must 
pay in yieldedness and surrender and 
humility, and we shall do well to make 
sure that we are aware of the cost and 
are ready to pay it. 

we 

It is a noble and commendable deci- 
sion that any true child of God makes 
when he decides, if it is God’s will, he 
will be a missionary. But what a trag- 
edy it is if the cost is not fully reckoned 
with and young men and young women 
arrive on the mission field only to dis- 
cover that there are inescapable condi- 
tions and circumstances that they are 
unwilling to face, or that they can en- 
dure only with complaining and grum- 
bling. What a waste of time and money 
to send out such reinforcements where 
the need is so great, only to have them 
become hindrances to the work, heart- 
aches to the other workers and to the 
loved ones at home, to say nothing of 
the discredit to the missionary effort 
when unbelievers learn of such attitudes. 

But what are some of the costs that 
should be reckoned with, before one 
determines to answer God’s call to the 
mission field? There are many, but here 
are just a few that must be considered: 

There must be a willingness to do with- 
out many common conveniences and 
even necessities. It is easy sometimes to 
forego luxuries, but necessities—surely 
no one should be expected to do with- 
out these. But missionaries often must 
do so. 

There should be willingness to give up 
many friends and relatives. Some friends 
will be unsympathetic, or will just not 
understand our desire to go out as a mis- 
sionary. Some of those who do under- 
stand will grow weary of writing and 
perhaps even of praying during our long 
absence. 

There must be a realization that haz- 
ards of travel, disease, insects, poisonous 
reptiles, wild beasts, and the like may 
have to be met, and often without re- 




















Lesson for May 2 


sources for help that we take for granted 
at home. 

There must be a willingness to endure 
hard labor and drudgery, which often 
form a very real part of a missionary’s 
life. 

There must be a willingness to endure 
filth, and unpleasantness, and evil nature 
in the lives of those we seek to help, 
realizing that God loves them and that 
He can and will put a real love in our 
hearts for them if we will let Him do 
this, One missionary replied to a rather 
superficial inquirer, “No, we do not en- 
joy crawling into and sitting down in 
filthy huts of the natives, amid animal 
and human refuse, and all sorts of snakes 
and insects. We do not .enjoy it any 
more than you would, but we do it and 
we do it gladly for Christ’s sake, who 
loved us and gave \Himself for us just 
as He gave Himself for these poor, filthy 
natives.” 

There must be a willingness to put in 
long hours of painfully slow work of 
getting the language, often when no 
grammar or dictionary is available. 

There must be a willingness to spend 
time in prayer and Bible study, often 
when we are weary of mind and body 
and pressed with other duties, 

There must be a willingness, day after 
day, to put up with the idiosyncrasies 
and peculiarities of other workers, 

There must be a realization that often 
no praise or credit will come from man 
for one’s greatest efforts or sincerest de- 
votion, and often there will be no thanks 
or appreciation shown by those you de- 
sire most to help. 

There must be a realization that often 
you will not be able to do for your own 
loved ones what you know they deserve, 
that you are subjecting your children 
to many and perhaps even more hazards 
than you yourself will have to face. 


But in contrast to this sober but very 
real side of the missionary’s life, we 
should emphasize the great joy and priv- 
ilege the missionary has of being the 
ambassador of the living God to bring 
men and women into reconciliation with 
God (2 Cor. 5:20). 

There will be the assurance that we 
are co-workers together with God (2 
Cor. 6:1), that we have His promise that 
He will never leave us nor forsake us 
(Heb. 13:5). The Lord Himself prom- 
ised, “Verily I say unto you, There is 
no man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my sake, and 
the gospel’s, but he shall receive an 
hundredfold now in this time, houses, 
and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, 
and children, and lands, with persecu- 
tions; and in the world to come eternal 
life’ (Mark 10:29, 30). God can and will 
put into the hearts of those who yield 
themselves for His service a joy and 
peace and blessing that can be had in 
no other way. And He has a way of 
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making up to His faithful servants all 
and more than they can ever give to 
or do for Him, 
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The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


AVE you ever hunted desperately 

among your magazines and papers 
for a particular issue of THe SuNDAY 
Scuoo.t Trmes containing a Bible study 
article, or an illustration, or a Ways of 
Working article that you recall would 
fit an immediate need, but which seemed 
to elude your search? Or perhaps you 
distinctly recall a certain article or piece 
of verse and yet cannot, at the moment, 
remember in which issue you saw it? 
Two fine helps are available to enable 
you to keep your copies of the Trmes 
in a clean and orderly manner, and to 
help you to locate quickly what you 
want, and all for a total cost of only $1.50. 
Tue SunpAy Scuoot Trmes binder holds 
one year’s issues of the TImMEs, and may 
be had for $1.35 each. Single copies of 
the paper can be inserted as they are 
received, or a copy can be removed for 
special use with little difficulty, or a 
whole year of issues can be inserted at 
once, as you choose. The binder is of 
clothbound heavy cardboard with the 
name of the paper stamped on the front. 
It is sturdy and will last for a long while 
as a permanent yearly file. 

Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trues Index is 
issued each year. It has the same meas- 
urements as the paper, and can be filed 
in the binder with the issues for that 
particular year. There is a General In- 
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dex of articles by titles, as well as a 
Classified Index of Verse, Editorials, 
Notes on Open Letters, General Con- 
tributed Articles, Writers of Signed 
Articles, Ways of Working, International 
Sunday School Lesson, Children’s Stories, 
Titles of Books Reviewed, and the like. 
When purchased separately the Index 
sells for 15 cents each, and the 1953 Index 
is now available. 

Orders for binders or for the 1953 and 
earlier indexes, should be sent to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N, 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


When Lepers Witnessed for Christ 


(Continued from page 331) 

The Albarka Fellowship is an inter- 
denominational faith mi ‘on, working in 
North Nigeria on behalf vu. young people 
who are suffering with leprosy. The 
work was begun in 1935, and there are 
now 115 inpatients, besides the children of 
leper parents, and a family of sixteen 
children in the home for motherless chil- 
dren. A number of outpatients are being 
treated both at the Centre and at village 
clinics. 

The aim of the Fellowship is first to 
bring young leprosy sufferers into touch 
with the Saviour, by giving them the 
Word of God; secondly, the healing of 
the body by the best medical treatment 
and every other attention, along with 
prayer. Twelve patients have been dis- 
charged during 1953, as free from the 
signs and symptoms of leprosy, and al- 
most all have returned to their homes 
as Christians, able to read God’s Word, 
which they take with them. 

Miss Phoebe C. Lewsey, who with Miss 
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the subject of Holiness.” 


The regular selling price of this 128 
page clothbound book is $1.50, post- 
paid, from your bookstore or from 
The Sunday School Times Co. 





One of our readers has written us: “I want to commend 
you for publishing this book as I believe the body of truth 
it contains is the most neglected teaching in our day next 
to the Gospel. This book has been a great blessing to me.” 


HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 18-weeks (U.S. only) subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 

A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 

When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 for each NEW 18-weeks 
subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and your copy (or 
copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis of one book for 
every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
$25 North 13thStreett - - - Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








ee om 








all 


























’ April 17, 1954 


Whittle began this work, will be visit- 
ing the United States during 1954, and 
will be free to address meetings between 
the months of June and October. She 
may be addressed care of Mrs. S. Huestis 
(Hon. Sec., U.S.A.), 3524 Eighty-eighth 
Street, Jackson Heights 72, New York 
City. Her London address is care of the 
Mission to Lepers, 7 Bloomsbury Square, 
London, W.C. 1, Eng. Regular quarterly 
news letters can be supplied by the 
Honorable Secretary in the U.S.A. 


Jackson Heicuts, N. Y. 
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Two Corrections 
(Continued frem second page) 
suspicion and disseminators of discord 

-. a pest if not a peril .. . strident 
. . . too feeble to be very dangerous.” 
He speaks of “one disgruntled fanatic,” 
and “rabble-rousing demagoguery .. . 
movements as formidable in size as 
vicious in spirit”; and, finally, “these 
slimy citizens.” 

“Apostles of Discord” has been 
adopted and given first place among 
the new books of the National Council 
of Churches. How it will help the 
N.C.C. is hard to imagine (or the 
Christian Century’s vituperation, for 
that matter). It is published by the 
Unitarian official press, perhaps be- 
cause no commercial press of standing 
would handle it, certainly as showing 
the blood-brotherhood of Unitarianism 
with the N.C.C. and the Christian Cen- 
tury. 


" 
For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 26 to May 2 
Mon.—1 Kings 12:1-11. 
Rehoboam’s Foolish Choice. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “He forsook the 
counsel of the old men.” He preferred 
the whimsicalness of youthful minds to 
the mature counsel of elderly men of 
great experience. Being undisciplined 
and inexperienced ‘himself and relying 
on men of his own class, he chose badly 
and sadly. Thousands in our time are 
following vain and foolish counsel. “Pil- 
grim’s Progress” and the Book of Prov- 
erbs are hardly known to the youth of 
our time. They are in graver danger 
than we think. Pray for the ministry of 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship, Chicago and 
Toronto. 


Tues.—1 Kings 12:12-20. 
Jeroboam Made King. 
Prayer Suacestions: “They sent and 
called him unto the congregation, and 
made him king over Israel.” This great 
split in the Jewish nation was caused 
by religious declension. The secession- 
ists made rapid descent into apostasy, 
and soon paid for it in captivity away 
from their loved land. Judah remained 
faithful with God for a short time, but 
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ultimately the seeds of sin in the nation 
brought forth evils that doomed her to 
shameful, sorrow-filled years of captiv- 
ity in Babylon. Changes in government 
are sometimes for the worse. Pray for 
our nation in this time of world unrest. 


Wed.—1 Kings 12:25-33. 
Jeroboam’s Lapse Into Idolatry. 
PraYER Succestions: “The king took 
counsel, and made two calves of gold 
. and this thing became a sin: for the 
people went to worship before the one, 
even unto Dan.” The king selected un- 
godly counselors, and by following their 
evil advice led the whole nation into 
the sin of idolatry. Multitudes in our 
day are going astray from the God of 
their fathers by listening to “the coun- 
‘sel of the ungodly.” Children in Chris- 
tian homes and Sunday schools and else- 
where should be taught the Word of 
God, by which they can discern between 
false and true religion (Jas. 1:27). Early 
Christians knew all about the “synagogue 
of Satan.” Do your children discern be- 


tween the righteous and the wicked? 
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Pray for Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
Chicago, 


Thurs.—1 Kings 13:1-10. 
Jeroboam at Bethel. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Jeroboam stood 
by the altar to burn incense.” Assum- 
ing the office of priest, King Jeroboam 
attempted to lead the people in idola- 
trous worship. At that moment God 
had there His faithful servant, a prophet 
out of Judah, to pronounce judgment 
against that abominable altar. His proph- 
ecy of doom was literally fulfilled in the 
days of Josiah. And the king who sought 
to lay hold of the prophet was smitten 
of God. He had to ask the prophet to 
pray God for his healing. The Lord’s 
rebukes, like the seasons, are always 
sure. Pray for the Messianic Jews in 
the Holy Land. Ask the Lord to take 
away the veil from many blind eyes in 
Israel. 


Fri.—1 Kings 14:1-6. 
Ahijah’s Stern Rebuke. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am sent to thee 
with heavy tidings.” The blind Prophet 
Ahijah saw more than Jeroboam and 
his wife saw with their keen eyes. The 
pending death of their little son drove 
them to God’s prophet, who had pre- 
viously prophesied good to Jeroboam. 
They hoped for another favorable word. 
But disobedience changed the outlook 
for Jeroboam. The wife of Jeroboam, 
feigning herself to be the wife of an- 
other, was unmasked and sent home with 
tremendously heavy tidings (read the 
whole chapter). Evil pursues the evil. 
Pray for those about you whom you 
know to be doing wrong, and warn them 
kindly in the name of the Lord. 


Sat.—1 Kings 14:12-20. 
Jeroboam’s Tragic Failure. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And he shall give 
Israel up because of the sins of Jero- 
boam, who did sin, and who made Israel 
to sin.” God gave King Jeroboam a 
great opportunity to enjoy a long, suc- 
cessful reign; but he threw it away by 
disobeying the commandment of the 
Lord, by His prophet. (See 1 Kings 11: 
28-38.) Many like him despise the good 
that God desires they shall have, by 
walking in evil counsel. “He that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever” (1 
John 2:17). Pray for Billy Graham, 


Sun.—Proverbs 24:1-6. 
Strength Through Wisdom. 


Prayer Suacestions: “A wise man is 
Strong; yea, a man of knowledge in- 
creaseth strength.” Numerous Bible ex- 
amples illustrate this truth. “The fear 
of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to de- 
part from evil is understanding” (Job 
28:28). Blessed is the man that is wise 
to that which is good and innocent con- 
cerning evil. The command to all Chris- 
tians is, “Be ye not unwise, but under- 
standing what the will of the Lord is” 
(Eph, 5:17). Pray for Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s Committee, Int., Chicago. 
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Children’s Gospel Hour, Inc. 


Livingsgon, Tennessee 
A work of faith broadcasting the Gos: 
millions of children not attending Sun 
Available for broadcast anywhere. _ 
HEARD WEEKLY ON 120 STATIONS 
And on WSM-TV-Nashville, Tenn., 12:30 p.m., Saturday 
Pray for the work. Write for information. 


Rev. Henry C. Geiger, Director 


1 to the 
y school. 








You Like Comic Books? 


A boy read a Comic, got his red 
jacket, said, “I can fly, too,” jumped 
off the cliff, died. ildren caught 
in robbery said, “We read it in 
a Comic Book.” 

ONE Christian magazine of comic 
size for children, with comics, sto- 
ries, puzzles, contests, etc., is avail- 
able. Replace the bad with the 
better. 


$2.50 a year 
MY CHUM Box$$ Highland, Ill. 
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WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON &CO. 
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The Author of the Pentateuch 


by A. H. FINN 


A treatise on the Unity, the Antiquity, and the 
Mosaic Origin of the Pentateuch 


$1.25 per copy 


CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE LEAGUE 
Bex 277-ST Matverne, N.Y. 


Cem ans, le 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Di 
tor of R of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing itu 
date in view of later discoveries in the eld 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 











The Sunday School Times Company 
826 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 6, Pa. 














~Youne heard a.dot about annuities, but if you’re 
still a little puzzled about how they fit into your 
financial program, this message is for you. 


What every Christian should know 
about Moody Annuities 





During the course of a year we talk to 
hundreds of people who are interested 
in the work of MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE. 
Many want to do something, in a finan- 
cial way, to help in the school’s minis- 
try. When we mention Moody Annu- 
ities, they often say, “Oh, yes, we've 
heard about them. But tell me—just 
what is an annuity?” 





WHY WE WROTE THIS ADVERTISEMENT 


That’s why we decided to go right 
back to fundamentals and try to write 
an ad that would tell you in plain lan- 
guage about Moody Annuities and 
what they will do for you. 


Carl J. Frizen 
Department of Stewardship 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 








What is an annuity? 


In simple dictionary terms, an annuity is 
a specific amount of money paid to an in- 
dividual at regular periodic intervals. How 
much money you receive and how often 
you receive it depends on which of several 
kinds of annuity agreements you enter into. 

Basically, a Moody Annuity Agreement 
is a legal contract by which MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE, in appreciation of a gift of 
money for its work, promises to pay the 
donor. a fixed sum of money at regular in- 
tervals as long as he lives. 


Why do people buy Moody 
Annuities? 


Suppose you want to make a contribution 
to help support the work of Moody. At the 
same time you need a certain sum of money 
coming in regularly for living expenses. So, 
Jet us say, you make a gift of $1,000. Part 
of this sum will immediately be used to 
support the daily needs of the Moody min- 
istpy, and the rest will be set aside in a fund 
to guarantee you a regular income for as 
long as you live. 


How much does a Moody 
Annuity cost? 


You can enter into a Moody Annuity 
Agreement for as little as $300, and there 
is no “ceiling” on how big an annuity you 
can purchase. , 


How much income do you receive? 


It’s possible to receive a return of up to 
8%%, but you must keep in mind that 
annuity rates are figured like insurance 
rates, in that the size of the payments you 
receive are based on your age at the time 
you take out your annuity. They are also 
based on the size of your gift... the larger 
the sum, the bigger your income. For ex- 
ample, if you purchase a $1,000 annuity 


when you are 65 (female 70) years of age, 
your annual income for life would be 
$59.22. If you are 70 (female 75) when 
you make your annuity contract, you would 
receive a life income of $64.66 per year. 
Annuity payments may be made to you on 
a semiannual or annual basis, whichever 
you prefer. 


W hat does Moody get out of it? 


Under the MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE An- 
nuity Plan, a percentage of the sum of the 
agreement is considered as a gift to the 
school. This money is immediately used to 
meet the operating expenses of training 
young men and women tuition free for ef- 
fective Christian service. That's why, under 
this plan, you are sure your money is being 
used specifically ingthe Lord’s work. 


How safe is your Annuity Agree- 
ment under the Moody plan? 


That portion of your money not used 
directly for the work of the Institute is set 
aside in a special reserve fund and is used 
only to make payments to Moody annui- 
tants (people who have purchased annuity 
agreements ). . 

This reserve fund is maintained in ac- 
cordance with the highest actuarial stand- 
ards and is never used for operating ex- 
penses or any other purpose. The Institute 
buildings and equipment represent tangible 
assets over and above the annuity reserve 
fund which further protect.our annuitants. 

The Moody Annuity Plan was instituted 
more than forty-five years ago and not once 
during this period have we missed making 
a payment. 

Unlike stocks, bonds, mortgages and 
other ‘securities, no time is required to 
supervise your Moody Annuities, since 
there are no market fluctuations to worry 
about. Your return is steady, regular and 
on time. 


What different types of Moody 
Annuity Agreements are 
available? 


(1) Single Life Agreement is issued to one 
person, who will receive a specified in- 
come for life. 


(2) Joint Agreement provides for payments 
to two annuitants jointly. On the death 
of one, his payment is made to the sur- 
vivor. 


(3) Survivorship Agreement provides for 
payment to one individual until» his 
death, after which the payment is made 
to a second person, the survivor, named 
in the agreement. 


How will a Moody Annuity 
affect your income taxes? 


That portion of the annuity sum which 
is considered the gift to the Institute is an 
allowable deduction from income taxes as 
a contribution. A certain portion of the an- 
nual annuity fncome is tax free. Only the 
taxable portion should be reported as in- 
come. A statement for income tax purposes 
accompanies the agreement. 


What sort of activities at Moody 
will your money be used 
to support? 

Some of the soul-winning activities of 
Moody that your money will help under- 
write are the tuition-free Day and Evening 
Schools, Radio Station WMBI, the gospel 
literature work, and the gospel-science films. 


How you can get started in 
the Moody Annuity Plan 


Maybe you would like to talk with a 
Moody representative about your participa- 
tion in this program. Or it may be that you 
would just like to receive our booklet, 
“Double Dividends,” describing the pro- 
gram and including the various rates of 
payment. In any case, please write us about 
it and we will be pleased to give you all 
the information you seek. 


Write: Carl J. Frizen 
Department of Stewardship, S20 
Moody Bible Institute 

820 N. LaSalle Street 

Chicago 10, Illinois 
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